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With a view to the Edification of the Preſent, and the 
Infruion and Admonitiva of Future Generations, 
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The Beloved People of my Charge. 
r Tonog £0 VO Tl 
Much Reſpected Friends, Oo 009 
THE enſuing Diſcourſe, as it was prepar'd and de. 
livered at the more iminediate inſtance of ſome of you — 
fo now it ſees the light by the Preſs, upon the urgent 
defire of many mare; and it is. hoped may —— 
advantage to you, and to your children, not only for your 
information ix ſome things worthy to be remembered, but 
alſo, and more eſpecially, in quickening a holy emulation 
and commendable zeal in following the example of our 
VENERABLE FoRk FATHERS in every thing that was Vit= 
tuous, praiſeworthy, and of good report iu them. 
Some ( rough not many] Alterations have been made in 
/ 14/cribing for the Preſs, and-a few ſhort additions; 
which 1 hope will by no means balk your expectations, 
but miniſter to your edification. 


BreTHREN, my heart's deſire and earneſt prayer for 
you and your's is, that you may be faved.—O that you 
may be an honour to the Religion which you profeſs, by 
walking worthy of the Lord unto all well pleaſing, in every 
Mation, relation, and condition of life, in the . vigorous 
exerciſe of all chriſtian graces, and in the due and faith-. 
ful diſcharge of all chriſtian duties towards Cod and men, 
maintaining the unity of the Spirit in the bonds of 
peace, which -(bleſſed be GOD) we now enjoy, after a 
long dark night of trouble and confuſion. 


DE DIC ATI ON. 


4. entreat you to remember your unworthy Paſtor and 
bis Family, in your ſolemn addreſſes to GOD, when neareſt 
the Throne. You know what breaches a Sovereign on 
Holy GOD bas made upon us.. Pray for the remn 

has are left, that they may live in GOD's ſight, and 


prove an inſtructed and godly feed. 


That wwe may all have the exceeding great joy 10 ſee 
our children walking in the truth and in order thereto, 
that we ,may have the wiſdom and the grace to walk in 
eur houſes with a perfect heart, and in a perfect way, and 
carefully to tranſmit that. holy religion, which was the 
beauty and glory of our Fore-Fathers, pure and undefiled 
0 our Paſteriq. x | X 

And that we 3 Sake wy jr Joy and crown, 
may be received to the rewards of grace in the kin rank 
our Father ; are (TI hope) the 1 1 05 and 107 wan 
DEARLY: Brrov ED, 


Four affectionate Paſtor, | 
and Servant for Jesus Sake, 
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PSALM LXXVIII. 5 ver. lt 4 


1. Give Ear, O my People, to my Law: Incline your 
Ears to the Words of my Mouth. 

2. I will open my Mouth in a Parable: I will, wir 
dark Sayings of old. 

3. Which we have heard, and known, and our Fathers 
have told us. 

4. We will not hide them from their Children, ſbewing io the 
Generation to come, the Praiſes of the Lord : And his 
Strength, and his wonderful Works that he hath done. 

5. For he eſtabliſhed a Teſtimony in Jacob, and ns 
a Law in lſrael : which he commanded our Fathers, 
that, they ſhould make them known to their Children. 
. That the Generations to come might know them, even 
be Children which ſhould be born: Who ſoould' ariſe 
and declare them to their Children. 
7. That they might ſet their Hope in God, and not forget 
the Works of God, but keep his Commandments. 
8. And might not be as their Fathers, a ſiubborn and rebel- 
lious Generation : A Generation that ſet not their Heart 
aright, and g Spirit was not feafaſt with God. 


My BreTHREN, 


y \ E are now, through the ſparing, upholding, 
and ſupplying mercy of our God, arrived to the expira- 
tion of our Firſt Century, ſince our glorious Head of the 
Church has had a church in this place. nad 


Act 


the concluſion of Tu 


ſome; religious improvement of both, in a diſcourſe 


from the words now: read. © 


i 


You may not expect a large and particular account of 
our foundation, riſe, and yrowth ; for to do this, would 
be to give you a hiſtory, more proper for your enter- 
tainment at other times; than fick! as are conſecrated 
to God's ſolemn worſhip, and for other places than 
from the pulpit. „ ont e ET 


Neither will my acquaintance either by private re- 
cords, or particular traditional accounts, with the ſpecial 
circumſtances of the original and progreſs of this Town 
and Church, furniſh me with matter br ſuch an under- 
taking. 0 rann £58 a 0 % I +» 


Nothing further therefore than ſome brief hints ſhall 
be attempted ; by all which I deſire and hope, that Gop 
may have the glory of his wiſdom, power, goodneſs and 
faithfulneſs, in what he has done for us; in raiſing from 
ſmall beginnings ſuch enlargements as at this day; in 
appearing for us in our mounts of difficulty ; in ſupply- 
ing us ſo bountifully all along from the rich treaſures af 
his goodneſs; and in beſtowing ſo many valuable and 
munificent favours upon us, as we and our fathers have 


* 


experienced in ſo long a courſe. FAS 4 


And more eſpecially for his renewed mercies in the 
laſt year; upon which account, to celebrate God's 
praiſes, we are in a more particular manner, called 
together this day. ; | 


I would alſo have this ſpecial view in the whole, to 
inform and inſtruct our children, the generation of aur 
hopes; and to raiſe in their minds, ſuitable diſpofitions 
of piety, and reſolutions of godlineſs, to honour. the 
God of their Fathers, and to cleave to him with, full 


purpole 
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purpoſe of heart, who did ſuch great things for our 
fore fathers, and therein alſo, for us and them ; that 
with ſouls full of love and zeal, and gratitude, they, 
may ſay and reſolve, He is our God, and we will praiſe 
bim; he was our Fathers God, and we will exalt him: 
This God ſhall be our God for ever and ever ; we will 
ſet our hope in him, and not forget his works, but keep 
his commandments; | | 


The foundation of out difcouùrſe in the ſeveral verſes, 
now read, is ſo large and copious. that the time will 
little more than allow me to divide the text into it's 
ſeveral obvious branches ; to collect the plain and evi- 
dent doctrines therein contained, and to draw the na- 
tural and neceſſary uſes to be made therefrom ; which 
I ſhall attempt (by divine help) in as familiar and 
conciſe a method, as I can: And therefore in the 
words we may obſerve, | Riu 8:1... 


* 
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L.A general and pathetical call given to the people 
of God, to hearken to his law, his will, and his 
word. And, | | | 


II. The reaſons given to utge the people's duty upon 


- * 


to be given to them in God's name. 


„ „ 


| 10 


We are to obſerve, 5 E 
I. A genetal and pathetical call given to the peopſe 
of God, to hearken to his law, his will and his word. 


Give ear, O my people, to my law, incline your ed to 
the words of my mouth. 4 24¹ 10 i 


f ty > CNISU 

This Pſalm of which our text is a part, is hiſtorical,* 
it is a narrative of the great mercies which God hat 
beſtowed upon Iſrael; the great fins with which they 
had provoked him, and the many tokens of divize dif- 
pleaſure which they had been under therefor... ,_ 

0. 0 0 in 

* Mr. Henry. . of Kl. 091 | 1 
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In the foregoing Pſalm, the holy prophet had been 
relating God's wonders of old, for his own encourage- 
ment in a difficult time. In this he reſumes the ſub- 
ject for the ediſication of the church, and enlargeth 
much upon it; ſhewing not only how good God had 
been to them, which was an earneſt of further finiſhing 
mercy ; but how baſely they had carried themſelves to 
God, which juſtified him in correcting them, as he did 
at this time, and. forbad all their complaints, 


Our text is a Preface to this piece of Church Hiſtory, 
commanding the attention of the then preſent age, and 
recommending it tothe ſtudy of the generations to come. 


And in the front of this Preface, the holy Pſalmiſt 
demands attention to what he was about to deliver. 
The people of God are called upon to hearken to God's 
law, his will and word: Give ear, O my people, lo 
my law. Some make theſe the Plalmiſt's words: 
David as a king, or Aſaph in his name, as his ſecretary 
of ſtate; or ſcribe to the ſweet finger of Iſrael, here calls 
upon the people as his people, committed to his charge, 
to give ear to his law : He calls his inſtructions his; law 
or edict. Such was their commanding force in them- 
ſelves; every good truth received in the light and love 
of it, will have the power of a law upon the conſcience, 


From this example of the royal Pſalmiſt we may 
note; that thoſe. that are in civil authority, would do 
well, as far as is conſiſtent with that liberty in which 
Chriſt hath made us free, to interpoſe their power for 
the edification of the people of God. Or the Pſalmiſt 
being a Prophet ſpeaks as God's mouth, and ſo calls 
them his people, and demands ſubjection to what was 
ſaid, as to a law. Let him that hath an ear, thus beat 
what the Spirit ſaith unto the churches. ; | 

Hence we may obſerve this note of doctrine; viz." 
That the Minifters of Chriſt ought in his name to call 
upon the people of God, committed to their charge, 
to hcarken to his law, his will and his word. 
| 7 _ God's 
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God's law is his will, revealed in his word ; to this 
God's people ought to hearken ; that is, to ſubmit to 
the power and authority of it, and to yield a cheerful 
obedience to it. And to this exerciſe of godlineſs, the 
Miniſters of Chriſt ought to quicken and ſtir up the 
people of God under their care and watch : To this 
we are directed by the example in our text; for what 
was Written afore- time was written for our inſtruction 
and admonition : The writings of the old and new 
Teſtament were given by inſpiration of God, and that for 
our learning: For they are profitable for docrine, for re- 
proof, for correction, and inſtruction in righteouſneſs ; that 
the man of God may be perfef, thoroughly furuiſbed unto 
every good work. And agreeably ſays. the Apoſtle, * 
Take my brethren, the Prophets who have ſpoken in the 
name of the Lord, for an example : And this we ſhould 
do, not only in their ſufferings, and in their patience, 
but alſo in their holy living, their examplary converſa- 
tion, and imitable ſervices to the people of God, in the 
fulfilment of their commiſſion, We ſhould be fol- 
lowers of them, wherein. they have been examples of 
the things which are virtuous and praiſe worthy and of 
good report; of holineſs of life, o? purity of doctrine, 
zeal for God, and faithfulneſs in fulfilling the miniftry 
committed to them, and in diſcharge of their office 
as watchmen upon the wall. | 


And as the Miniſter's duty is herein declared with 
reſpect to thoſe inder his watch; viz. To admonifh 
and quicken them to receive the inſtructions of wiſdom, 
and to hearken diligently to the words of God's mouth; 
0 is the people's duty alſo herein, very plainly and 
fully intimated to them, namely their ſubjection and 
obedience. If we are in Chriſt's name to call upon God's 
people to hearken to the words of his mouth, the obli- 
gation is as ſtrong on you to attend, / give earneſt heed 
to theſe things that are ſpoken, leſt at any time you let 
them jlip ; and to ſubmit to the force and power of that 
authority, who enjoins our obſervation of his will, ng 

* 
james v. 10. 


E . 
* 
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he 1s our God, our maker, our preſerver, our lawgiver, 


and our judge ; he has an undoubted propriety in us, 


and an indiſputable right to diſpoſe of us, and his will 
ought to be our rule. 


Hence then by way of Application. 


1. We ſee the neceſſary and incumbent duty both of 
Miniſters and People. Miniſters arSto call upon thoſe 
under their care and charge, 10 give car to God's law, 
and to incline their ears to the words of his mouth ; to 
know and to do that which is right, and that which 
the Lord their God requires of them. And the people 
are not at their liberty whether they will bear, or whether 
they will forbear : There is abſolute duty lying upon 
them to receive inſtruction, and to hearken to the coun- 
ſels of God. Hence, 


2. Thoſe miniſters are chargeable with unfaithfulneſs 
who neglect thus to addreſs their people; and thoſe 
under their care who refuſe to hearken when thus 
addreſſed, are guilty of a ſhameful diſregard of God, 
his will and law. Miniſters are to do more than enter- 


tain their people with ſpeculations, and preach to them 


the doctrinal articles of faith; there is the Rule of Duty 
the Precepts of Holineſs, which they are to urge and 
preſs with all ſeriouſneſs and cogency, and they cannot 
be faithful without ſo doing; they are to reprove, re- 
buke, and exhort with all long-ſuffering, and doctrine. 
And if their people refuſe to hear and obey, the word 
of God thus delivered to them in his name, and accord- 
ing to his direction, they diſregard God himſelf, his 
authority, and will; for they that receive Chriſt's meſ- 
ſengers, receive Him, and they that receive their meſ- 
ſages which are agreeable to the analogy of faith, and 
the doctrines of godlineſs, receive his; and they that 
reject them, reject him; they deſpiſe not men, but God; 
and if they reject Chriſt, and receive not his words, they 


have one that will judge them, the word that he hath 


ſpoken, the ſame ſhall judge them in the laſt day. 
; Wherefore, 
3- Let 


* 
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. Let us now, in God's name and fear, apply our- 
ſelves to that which the Lord our God requires of us, in 
our reſpective characters. And now, may the glorious 
Head of the Church abundantly furniſh me with his 
word, from time to time, agrecable'to your more ſpecial 
circumſtances, a word of inſtruction, reproof, exhorta- 
tion, and counſel ; am having God's word, may I be 
enabled to ſpeak his word in the demonſtration of the 
Spirit and with power, agreeable to the lively oracles, 
with ſeriouſneſs, gravity, and folemnity ; and with ſpe- 
cial and pertinent application to the ſtate and condition 
of your ſouls, ſeeking your good, your ſpiritual profit and 
advantage, your edification and ſalvation, and not any 
vain glory or applauſe of men; you alſo being my 
helpers, by your fervent addreſſes to God for me, that I 
may obtain grace to be faithful, and find mercy of the 
Lord to be ſucceſsful. Thus to ſerve you and your's 
(by the help of God) is my earneſt defire, in what may 

be attempted in the follow ing articles of diſcourſe, up- 
on this occaſion, that God's name may be glorified, and 
our ſouls nouriſhed by the ſincere milk of the word. 


Let me obſerve, 
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Wherefore to proceed 


IT. The reaſons given by the holy prophet in our text, 
to urge the peoples duty upon them, in attend- 
ing to the inſtructions and admonitions he was 
about to deliver to them in God's name. 


And theſe wcre three, viz. 


1. That the things to be diſcourſed of were weighty. 
2. That they were things of an ancient date. And, 


3- That they were things in which poſterity were 
concerned. All which render them worthy of regard 
and attention. 


* 

1. The firſt reaſon given in our text, by the inſpired 
meſſenger of God, to urge the peoples duty upon them, 
in attending to the inſtructions and admonitions which 

| he 
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he was about to give them in God's name, is, that the 
things to be diſcourſed of were weighty, and there. 
fore deſerve confideration, I will open my mouth ina 
parable, in that which is ſublime and uncommon,“ but 
very excellent, and well worthy your attention: I will 
utter dark ſayings, which challenge your moſt ſerious 
regards. Theſe are called dark ſayings, not becauſe they 
are hard to be underſtood, but becauſe they are greatly 
to be admired, and carefully to be looked into. This 
is ſaid to be fulfilled in the parables which our Saviour 
put forth, Mat. xiii. 35. which were (as this) repre- 
ſentations of the ſtate of the kingdom of God among 
men. The paſlages of this ſubſequent narrative, which 
the Pſalmiſt would utter with all freedom and plainneſs, 
are ſtyled parables} and dark ſayings, not from their 
unintelligiblenefs, but by reaſon of their gravity and 
weight, and being of great moment for the peoples 
inſtruction and advantage; and becauſe the things con- 
tained in them, concerning God's tranſcendent good- 
neſs to an unworthy people ; and their unparalleled in- 
gratitude for, and abuſe of, ſuch eminent favours, and 
their ſtupid ignorance and inſenſibleneſs, under ſuch 
excellent and conſtant teachings of God's word and 
works, are indeed prodigious and hard to be believed. 


Hence we may obſerve this note of doctrine, viz. 


That God's word and providences, the ordinances, 
commandments, and laws of his kingdom, both 
oi nature and grace, are things of iniinite moment 
and concern to us. | | 


. Herein is contained the whole of man, reſpecting 
his preſent uſeful being, and his future comfort and hap- 
pineſs. God's word contains all things neceſſary fof 
him to know, believe, and practice, in order to hls 
fruition of the beſt good, which will never end, after: 
period is put to his ſhort abode in this world. God's 
providences are diſcoveries of his wiſdom and power, 


and of his kindneſs and favour in upholding all 9 
* Mr. Henry, + Mr. Pool, : 
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and in their univerſal government, wherein he many 
times ſhews himſelf ſtrong, on the behalf of them that 
fear him ; and fometimes for their inſtruction and ad- 
monition ; and to vindicate the honour of his own holi- 
neſs and juſtice, he diſplays his indignation in the execu- 
tions of his. wrath upon bold and incorrigible ſinners. 


And in all this, wherein the ordinances, command. 
ments, and laws, of the kingdom of nature and grace 
are exhibited and diſplayed to us, there are things of 
infinite moment and concern to us; things great and 
weighty and worthy of our conſideration and utmoſt 
diligent attention: For what can concern us more, 
than to know God and ourſelves, our duty and our 
happineſs. More particularly, | 


1. God's word and providences are weighty things, 
and will appear to be of infinite moment and concern to 
us, if we conſider their glorious Author, the eternal Gon. 
He rules in the kingdom of providence and grace: 
He utters his voice, and lo! a mighty voice, and a 
gracious voice, in his providential diſpenſations, and in 
his holy word. | | 


The inſtructions; precepts, promiſes, and threatnings 
of the word of God, are alt a copy of his adorable 
perfections, who is infinite in wiſdom, holineſs, juſtice, 
goodneſs and truth. When 


God's works of creation, providence, and grace, they 
are holy, though wonderful, and to be ſought into, 
though unſearchable, and his ways righteous, though 
myſterious, and paſt finding out. | 


Wherefore, we ſhould conſider with whom it is we 
have to-do, and remember that we cannot by ſearching) 
find out God, that we cannot find out the Almighty to 
perfection. Secret things belong to God ; but thoſe that 
are revealed to us and to our children, that we may do 
all the words of his law. | | | 


2. God's 
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. 2. God's word and proyidences are. weighty things, 
and will appear. to be of infinite moment and concern to 
us, if we conſider their important deſign, to inſtru& 
and direct, rule and govern us, according to his holy 
and ſovereign will. 


All that the glorious God ſays and does in his word and 
in his works, is agreeable to the perfection of his nature: 
And ſo far forth as they refer to us, they are for our 
inſtruction and direction, rule and government ; that we 
may know God and our duty, and be kept from the abo- 
minable things which his ſoul hates, and be preſerved in 
his love and favour ; which muſt needs render theſe 
things of infinite moment to us. But, in a word, for 
I. can but juſt mention what might be enlarged upon. 


3. - Theſe things are of the laſt concern to us, and will 
appear to be ſo, if we conſider their end; the glory of God, 
our comfort here, and our eternal happinets hereafter, 


' This is the grand end which the great God propoſes in 
all the exertments of himſelf, viz. his own glory. He 
made all things, he upholds all things, he orders and dif- 
poſes of all things as he pleaſes, and all for the advance- 
ment of his own honour; and the revelation whichhe 
hath made of himſelf in hjs written ward, is in the firft 
place for the ſame glorious purpoſe, for God can have 
no higher end than himſelf, who is the firſt and the laſt, 
the beginning and the end. And ſubordinately he pro- 
poſes the good of his creatures, and will make every 
thing to work together for the good of his choſens 
They ſhall conſpire for their advancement in grace, and: 
to prepare them for the life of glory, which he will be- 
ſtow upon all ſuch, who by patient continuance in ways 
of woell doing, ſcel for glory, honour and immortality. 
God's word and his providential diſpenſations have all 
a tendency to this, with reſpect to thoſe; who make 2 
right improvement of them ; wherefore they muft needs 
be of infinite moment and concern to us, and upon that 


account demand our moſt careful and diligent atten- 
N tion: 


Dee 
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tion: Theſe things are weighty, and deſerve our con- 
ſideration. God's word is ſo, his works are ſo, and 
diligently to be ſought out of all them that take pleaſure 
in them. Hence we infer, 


1. How reaſonable it is, that we yield obedience to 
the demands of God, in giving the moſt earneſt heed 
to the inſtructions and admonitions, given us from his 
word and works. 


This is conſiſtent with the higheſt reaſon, and we 
can have nothing to object againſt it. We are depen- 
dent creatures, and accountable creatures, and our 
chiefeſt intereſts are much concerned in our yielding 


ſuch obedience. Wherefore it is highly reaſonable 
that we ſhould ſo do, 


2. Hence how pleaſant and delightful ſhould it be to 


us to give ſuch attention to the inſtructions and admo- 
nitions of God's word and works. 


We ſhould do it with all cheerfulneſs and readineſs 
of mind. Our ſubmiſſion to the glorious God in ſuch 
an important article, ſhould be the joy and rejoicing 
of our hearts, for in nothing can we take wiſer mea- 
ſures, nor more directly conſult our own preſent com- 
fort and future peace. 8 

3. Hence how profitable ſuch an attention to the 
word and works of God would be to us.” | 

2 

This is the way to engage the favourable preſence 
of God with us, in which alone our ſafety, comfort, and 
ſucceſs are comprehended; and this is the way to be 
received to the rewards of grace, in which is the life of 
our ſouls, and the happineſs of eternity : See the rea« 
ſonableneſs, pleaſure, and profit of obedience, 


4. Hence alſo the folly and abſurdity of diſregarding 


the calls of God, from his word and works. 


= 77 Folly 
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Folly is bound up in the hearts of ſuch as do ſo; they 
take the moſt direct ſteps to their own ruin. Madneſs 
is in their hearts while they live, and after that they 
go to the dead, and to the damned. 


In a word. 


5. How juſt is the ruin, and how dreadful will the 
deſtruction be of ſuch as refuſe attention to the calls of 
God, from his word and works, in which are contained 
things of ſuch weight, and of the laſt moment and im- 
portance to them. 


Such caſt the counſel of God behind their backs; and 
ſuch may juſtly expect, that becauſe they regard not the 
works of the Lord, and the operations of his hands ; He 
will deſtroy them, and not build them up; and that be- 
cauſe they refuſe to hearken to his calls, that he will 
laugh at their calamity, when ſnares, fire and brimſtone 
ſhall be made the portion of their cup; for on fuch 
wicked God will rain a moſt horrible tempeſt. And, 
concerning ſuch his enemies, he will ſay, bring them hither 
and ſlay them before me. And oh ! who can ſtand before 
his indignation, who can abide the fierceneſs of his anger, 
when his fury ſhall be poured out like fire. 


Paſs we to 


2. Another reaſon given in our text to urge the 
ples duty upon them, in attending to the inſtructions 
and admonitions which were to be given to them in 
God's name, viz. That the things which were to be diſ- 
courſed of, were of ancient date. 


They were the monuments of antiquity, dark ſayings 
of old, which we have heard and known, and which our 
Fathers have told us. They are things of undoubted 
certainty, we have heard them and known them; and 
there 1s no room left to queſtion the truth of them. 


The goſpel of Luke is called a declaration of tht 
things which are moſt ſurely believed among us, Luke i. I. 
ſo were the things which the Pſalmiſt was about to 1 
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The honour we owe to our Parents and Anceſtors, 
obligeth us to attend to that which our fathers have 
told us, and as far as it appcars to be true and good, to 
receive it with ſo much the more reverence and regard. 
There is both profit and pleaſure in being informed of 
things of ancient date, that are of undoubted verity, 


and of moment and importance. 


Hence we may obſerve this note of doctrine, viz. 


That it is a very agreeable and uſeful entertainment to 
refreſh our minds with the remembrance of what God 
has done for us in our day, and with his dealings to- 
wards our Anceſtors, which were performed in the days 
of old ; in the times of ancient generations. 


It is exceeding pleaſant to ingenious and inquiſitive 
minds to reflect upon the obſervables of divine provi- 
dence, within the compaſs of their own knowledge ; and 
alſo to be entertained with thoſe of ancient date, which 
were remarked in the days of their Forefathers. 


I ſhall not ſay any thing to demonſtrate the pleaſure 
that there is herein, the bare repeating the fact carries 
its own evidence along with it to all ſuch whoſe minds 
are of this ſtamp; and herculean labour would be but 
labour loſt, to endeavour to form a reliſhing idea there- 
of in the minds of ſuch as are of another mould. 


Wherefore I paſs to ſay, that it may be a very uſeful 
and profitable entertainment to refreſh our minds with 
what God has done for us in our day, and with his 
dealings towards our anceſtors, which were performed in 
the days of old ; and to ſhow that in ſeveral ways, and 
for ſeveral ends and purpoſes it may be ſo. 


Particularly, 8 


1. To fix in our minds a juſt remembrance of the 
great and good things, God hath done for us, and for 
our progenitors, 

— Thus 
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Thus ſays the infpired penman in our text, verſe 4. 
Shewing to the generation to come, the praiſes of the Lord, 
and his flrength, and the wonderful works that he hath 
done. We ſhould not preſently forget the merciful 
appeararices of God for us, or ours, it is an argument 
of ingratitude if we do ; neither ſhould we ſoon let ſlip 
the awful tokens of God's diſpleaſure in any inſtance, 
by means of which our fleſh has been made to trem- 
ble; but we ſhould lay up the remarkable occurrences 
of divine providence 4 future improvement; and fre- 
quently to renew the idea of them in our minds, cannot 
but have a tendency to fix them in the thoughts of the 
imagination of our hearts. Again, 


2. To ſtir up in us a holy fear of God and a dread 
of his wrath, 


Among the purpoſes of heaven in the diſcoveries of 
the divine diſpleaſure, in the executions of vengeance, 
this is one, that others may hear and fear, may thereby 
be admoniſhed and take warning. We ought to fear 
that holy and dreadful name, the Lorp our wh We 
ſhould have ſuch an awe of the Majeſty of Heaven, and 
ſuch a dread of h's wrath, as to make us very cautious 
of doing any thing to provoke him to come forth againſt 
us in anger. Now a ſerious reflection upon what God 
has done, either in our own day, or in ancienter times, 
to puniſh his people for their rebellions againſt him, 
may have, and ſurely it ought to have this influence and 
effect upon us, through a holy fear of God, to avoid 
thoſe ways and practices which were ſo provoking to 
the God of Heaven, that for the honour of his great 
name, he hath viſited his people with ſore judgments 
and calamities. This is particularly intimated to us 
in our text. verſe 8.—ard might not be as therr fathers, 
a ſfiubborn and rebellious generation, a generation that ſet 
not their heart aright, and whoſe ſpirit was not fledfaſt 
with God. Further, $4 


7 This may be of uſe and ſervice to excite our love, 
and increaſe our gratitude to the ever bleſſed God. 


The 
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The many kind things that Heaven has done for us 
and for our fathers, ſhould influence us to love our moſt 
gracious and bountiful benefactor, and ſhould enlarge 
our hearts in gratitude to him. Every day is a witneſs 
for God that he is good, and does good ; and calls forour 
conſtant and perſevering returns of love and gratitude. 
But there are ſome remarkable interpofitions of favour 
and goodneſs which demand our moſt ſpecial and 
peculiar notice; eminent and ſignal appearances of di- 
vine favour call for more peculiar and enlarged returns : 
And many ſuch there have been, if we did but duly at- 
tend to them, in our own day, and in the days of our 
fathers, which are very loud calls to us, to love the Lord 
our preſerver and benefactor, and to render to him our 
grateful ackowledgments, according to the benefits done 
unto us. And a due reflection upon theſe things may 
have a ſpecial tendency to ſtir us up to our duty here- 
in, and thereby greatly turn to our advantage. Ver. 4. 
Ie will not hide them from their children, fhewwing to the 
generation to come the praiſes of the Lord, &c. gain, 


4. To encourage us to put our truſt in Ged, and to 
make him our hope and confidence at all times. 


He that has delivered can deliver, and if our ways 
pleaſe him he will yer deliver. He has been, and is, 
the Hope of bis Iſracl, and their Saviour in times of trouble; 
great and marvellous have been his works of ſalvation ; 
and the Lord Jehovah is ſtill an inexhauſtible fountain 
of goodneſs, and in him there is everlaſting ſtrength. 
And this is one end of ſuch a reflection, particularly 
pointed at in our text, ver. 7. That we might /et our _ 
in Cod. If we make God's commandments our rule, 
we may make his covenant our ſtay, for he 1s never 
unmindful thereof. Further, 


5. Such a reflection may be of great uſe and ſervice» 
to awaken in us a ſuitable care, to conform our tempers 
and manners to the holy will and law of God, that we 
may engage his gracious preſence with us, and obtain, 


his bleſſing upon us. 
ing upo This 
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This has been God's manner, he will be with his 
ple in a way of mercy and bleſſing, while they ad. 
= to him in a way of duty and obedience. This we 
are aſſured of, from the declarations of God's word, 
and from the hiſtory and method of his providential 
diſpenſations ; thus we read, 2 Chron. xv. 1, 2. And the 
Spirit of God came upen Azariah the ſon of Oded, and he 
went out to meet Aſa, and ſaid unto him, Hear ye Aſa, 
and all Fudah and Benjamin, the Lord is with you while 
you be with him, and if you ſeek him, he will be found if 
you. Wherefore if we regard the favour of heaven, and 
in that our own intereſt, ſuch a ſcrious reflection will 
have a tendency to engage our regards to the will and 
law of God, agrecable to which are thoſe paſſages in 
our text, ver. 5, 6 and 7. Vor he eſtabliſhed a teſtimony 
in Jacob, and appointed a law in Iſrael, which he con- 
manded our fathers, that they ſhould make them known 15 
their children. Thal the generation to come might know 
them, even the children which ſhould be born: Who ſhould 
ariſe and declare them tn their children. That they might 
ſet their hope in God, and not forget the works of God ; but 
keep his commandments. | 


In a word. 


6. A ſuitable review of the great and good things 
which the ever bleſſed God hach done in our day, and 
in the days of our fathers, may be of uſe and benefit to 
our poſterity, that they may be informed of the works 
of God, and called upon, not to forget the hope of their 
fathers, nor be unmindful of his law ; which for encou- 
ragement duly to obſerve, he has ſo ſignally appeared 
in ways of mercy ; and for the breach of which, he 
hath come forth in anger, and marched through the 


midſt of his people in indignation. 


But this advantage of a due notice of the remarkables 
of Providence is to be the ſubject of a diſtinct head, 
and therefore may be more particularly conſidered 
by and by. n 
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J ſhall therefore only add here, upon the whole of what 
has been offered under this note of doctrine, That for 
ſuch ſacred purpoſes as the inſtruction and admonition of 
the preſent and ſucceeding generations, in the fear and 
love of God, and obedience to his law, we have many 
inſtances in our bibles, of rehearſing the wonderful 
works of God, both preſent and former. , 


If I ſhould pretend to give you the narratives at large, 
they would ſtretch my diſcourſe beyond due bounds: 
I ſhall therefore, only direct you to the paſſages, and de- 
fire that you would read and peruſe them at your leiſure. 


To this purpoſe is Moſec's divine ſong, Exod. xv. when 
Iſrael triumphed over their enemies, who were drowned 
in theRed Sea. And a great part of the book of Deute- 
ronomy is taken up with ſuch accounts, and with ſolemn 
calls and exhortations therefrom to obedience, parti- 
cularly the 3d, 4th, 8th, gth, 1oth, 11th and 2gth chap- 
ters; and to the ſame end is the ſong of Mſes in the 32d 
chapter, which ſetteth forth God's mercy and vengeance, 
and concludes with this exhortation, Set your hearts unto 
all the words which I teflify among you this day, which ye 
ſhall command your children to obſerve and do, all the words 
of this law : For it is not a vain thing for you, becauſe it is 
your life, and through this thing ye ſhall prolong your days 
in the land whither ye go over Fordan to poſſeſs it. With 
the ſame pious defign, Joſbua, the captain and leader 
of Iſrael, exhorted the people of God before his death, 
and gave them a narrative of God's dealings with them. 
See 7o/h. 23d and 24th chapter. This alſo is the run and 
this the intention of the teſtimony of Samuel, the Lord's 
prophet, againſt Iſrael, after they had aſked a king. See 
1 Sam. 12th chap. And many other inſtances of the like 
nature we have in the book of Pſalms : Thus the Pſalm 
of which our text is a part, and to which piece of church 
hiſtory it is a ſolemn preface: And ſo Pſal. cv. in 
which we are directed to praiſe God for his ſpecial 
favours to his church, an enumeration of which is there- 
in given; and to the ſame purpoſe is Plalm * 
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In the New Teſtament alſo, ſuch uſeful narrative; 
are not wanting; you remember Stephen the proto« 
martyr's defence, when accuſed of blaſphemy, Acts vii. 
And the Apoſtle Paul in the xith chap, to the Hebrews, 
relates the wonders of faith which the ancient father 
and people of God were inſtances of, and as a conſe. 
quence therefrom, begins his xiith chapter with this 
exhortation, Wherefore ſeeing we alſo are compaſſed about 
with ſo great a cloud of witneſſes, let us lay aſide every 
weight, and the ſin that doth fo eaſily beſet us, and let us 


run with patience the race that is ſet before us. 


Thus I have endeavoured doctrinally to ſhow you the 
profit and advantage of a ſerious reflection on the great 
and good things which the glorious God hath done, it 
the courſe of his providence, whether formerly or 
more lately. 


And now by way of Application. 
1. We hence ſee both the neceſſity and expediency of 


a ſerious reflection and meditation upon God's provi- 
dential diſpenſations, whether of later or ancienter date. 


If there be ſo much profit and advantage in it, ſurely 
then it is both neceſſary and expedient. It is neceſlary, 
for it is our duty with regard to God, that we may give 
him the glory that is due to his name. And with re— 
ml to ourſelves, that we may behave and conduct our- 
elves in a becoming manner, agregable to our character 
as the people of God, who own their dependance upon 
him and acknowledge his propricty in them, and their 
obligations to him, who have their hope in him, and 
their expectations from him. And it is expedient, for 
the pleaſure and the advantage of it renders it highly 
ſo. If we conſult our own intereſt, we ſhall thus regard 
the works of the Lord and conlider the operations ol 
his hands. | 


2. According to our doctrine, and agreeable to the 
examples of ſuch a practice, which have been produ- 
ecd ; and with a ſincere view to the ſame good pup 

| et 
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jet us look back and conſider the works of the Lord, 
and the wonders which he hath done in our day and in 
the days of our fathers. But it muſt be in a few general 
brief hints, for a large volume would not more than 
ſuffice to contain the particulars. 


And here allow me, 


1. To give you ſome ſhort account of our Foundation 
Riſe and Growth, with ſome remarkables of Providence, 
worthy to be taken notice of, in ſuch a relation. 

And then, | 


2. Briefly to hint what influence theſe things ſhould 
have upon us. | 


In the firſt place, 


. I am to give you ſome ſhort account of our Hun- 
dation, Riſe and Growth, with ſome remarkables of Pro- 
vidence, worthy to be taken notice of in ſuch a relation: 

* « From the days of Moſes, who wrote the firſt 
hiſtory of the beginning of the world and of Iſrael, the 
wiſe and pious among men have ſcarce known a more 
ſacred pleaſure, nor found a more profitable entertain- 
ment, than in tracing the footſteps, and windings of 
divine Providence, in the planting of Colonies and 
Churches, here and there through the earth; 


Nor let it ſeem vain in me to ſay (ſays the ſame 
great man) that in the ſettlement of the New-England 
Churches and Provinces, there have been ſome circum- 
ſtances fo like unto thoſe of Iſrael of old (after their 
entrance into Canaan) that I am perſwaded no people 
of God under Heaven, can ſing of his mercies and 
Judgments, in the inſpired phraſe, with more direct 
and pertinent ſelf application than we can do. 


f © It was not long after the beginning of the former 
century, that a conſiderable number of the ſubjects of 
* the 


The Rev. Dr. Colman, in his Preface to Mr. Penhallow's Hiſtory 

: of the Indian War. | 

F The Rev. and excellent Mr. Pemberton, in a brief account of 

the State of the Province of the Maſſachuſetts Bay in New- 
England, Civil and Ecclefiaſtical. 5 
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the Crown of England, by the allowance, and under the 
countenance and protection of the ſupreme authority, 
did tranſplant themſelves, families and eſtates into the 
remote regions of America, 


Our New England Chronology ſays, “ That it was 
on the gth of November, in the year 1620, that they 
made the land, after long beating the ſea; and on the 
31ſt of December the ſame year, they Kept their firſt 
ſabbath on the main land, at the place now well known 


by the name of Plymouth; from which time therefore 


the Rev. Mr. Prince fixes the æra of their ſettlement, 


« Theſe firſt Planters were known to be perſons, not 
only of approved piety to God, but of exemplary 
loyalty to the Throne and Government they belonged 
to; and brought theſe principles of affection and duty 
to their Prince into theſe his diſtant dominions; and 
their care was to tranſmit the ſame loyal principles and 
ſpirit to cheir poſterity. 


« To encourage and ſtrengthen them to ſubmit to 
the many toils, hazards and vaſt expence in ſubduing 
and planting a wilderneſs, they were favoured with the 
Royal Grant of a Charter, by which they were veſted 
with ſeveral Powers, Liberties, and Privileges, for their 
good order and government. | 


Under the protection of the Royal Charter in which 
they entirely confided, for the ſecurity of the liberties 
therein granted, they were animated cheerfully to un- 
dergo unkiown perils and hardſhips, which were un- 
avoidable in their firſt plantations, by which a valuable 
acceſſion has been made to the Britiſh dominions, and 
the commerce of Great Britain enlarged without any 


charge to the Crown. 


In the latter end of the reign of King Charles the 
ſecond, this Charter was vacated by a judgment of 
the High Court of Chancery, which judgment was 

reſpited, 
t The Rev. Mr. Prince. 
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reſpited, till the reign of King James the ſecond, when 
this corporation was disfranchiſed and actually diveſted 
of all the powers, liberties and privileges that had been 
granted to them. | 


« After the happy Revolution, thoſe glorious Princes 
King William and Queen Mary, of immortal memory, 
were pleaſed in their princely u iſdom and grace, by their 
royal Charter to unite and erect into one province, the 
Colonies of the Maſſachuſetts Bay, New Plymouth, &c. 
by the name of the Province of the Maſſachuſetts Bay 
in New England, which was to be governed by a Gover- 
nor, Council and Aſſembly. | 


« By this Royal Charter many valuable Privileges and 
Immunities are veſted in the Body of the People inha- 
biting the ſaid Province, their properties ſecured, and 
all the Immunities and Libertics of natural ſubjects 
born in the realm of England, are granted and affirmed 
to them, 


« The inhabitants of this Province have always had a 
juſt value for their civil Liberties, but the free and ſe- 
cute enjoyment cf their religious privileges, has ever 


been moſt dear to them, and eſteemed a plentiful reward 


of all the dangers and difficulties they have been ſtrug- 
ling with, from their firit plantation to this day. 


« The firſt Planters of theſe his Majeſty's territories, 
were as to their perſuaſion in religion, ſuch as in the 
Engliſh nation were called Puritans, who deſired and 
ſought what was in their apprehenſion, a further refor= 
mation in point of diſcipline and worſhip. 


« That they and their poſterity after them might 
enjoy the liberty of their conſciences in theſe points, 
and worſhip God according to their beſt lighr, with leſs 
hazard to themſelves, and leſs offence to others, they 

fought a place of reſt in theſe remote regions. 
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beſt light, were plainly preſcribed in the word of God. 
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“ By the care and zeal of theſe firſt Planters, the 
kingdom of Chriſt was firſt planted in theſe his Majeſty's 
diftant dominions, Churches erected in their fd 
Towns and Plantations, in which the Goſpel is diſpenſed, 
and the Ordinances of God's Houle adminiſtred, without 
any terms of Communion, but what according to their 


« The Doctrines of Faith profeſſed in theſe Churches 
are entirely Proteſtant, moſt agreeable to the doctrinal 
Articles and Homilies of the Church of England, and 
to the Confeſſions of the Reformed Churches abroad. 


« The Churches in point of Diſcipline and Mode of 
Worſhip are mainly Congregationaland Preſbyterian, of 
one profeſſion and principle, with the united Brethren, 
the Proteſtant Diſſenters in South Britain. 


« Through the bleſſing of Heaven theſe Churches 
under their preſent ſecurities have greatly flouriſhed 
and- increaſed.”” | 


Our merciful and glorious God did in a wonderful 
manner caſt out the Heathen before our Fathers, and 
planted them: He prepared alſo a room before them, and 
cauſed them ii take deep root, and to fill the land, ſo that 
the dine hath ſent out her boughs unto the ſea, and her 
branches upon the river. We have heard with our cars, 
O God, our Fathers have told us, what work thou didſt 
in their days, in the times of old, how thou didſt drive 
out the heathen with thy hand, and plantedſt them; how 
thou didſt afflict the people and caſt them out; for 
they got not the land in poſſeſſion by their own ſword, 
neither did their own arm fave them; but thy right 
hand, and thine arm, and the light of thy countenance, 
becauſe thou hadſt a favour unto them.“ Very 


* Very remarkable was the hand of Heaven in a mortal contagion 
that ſwept away multitudes of the Aborigines, juſt before the 
arrival of the firſt Engliſh ſettlers. And as evident an interpo- 
ſition of Providence was the extraordinary reſtraints laid upon 
thoſe that ſurvived, that were diſpoſed to do hurt to God's little 
flock in the wilderneſs : And alſo the amicable temper which 
ſome of them diſcovered, in their inclinations to ſhew kindnek 


to, and do ſervice for the infant Plantations. 


the Hope of Pofterity. 23. 


Very various have been the divine diſpenſations to- 
wards our Fathers, and towards us, as their and our ways 
have pleaſed the Lord ; ſometimes the bright ſhines of 
proſperity in our civil and religious intereſts have ſur- 
rounded us; and ſometimes our proſpects have been 
dark and gloomy : And many have been the almoſt in- 
ſuperable difficulties that we have paſſed through from 
the tongues and the pens of falſe brethren, and from 
the arrows, guns, and hatchets, of a barbarous enemy. 


Very threatning, the time when our Charter was taken 
from us and the Government diſſolved, * and very diſ- 
treſſing the adminiſtration of government from that 
time to the happy Revolution.f Very dark the time 
when the land and churches were filled with perplexity 
and concern from what happened by the righteous per- 
miſſion of Heaven, from the Spirits of darknels,|| and very 
grievous the things that have fallen out from the diviſions 
and animoſities which have embarraſſed our aftairs, both 
civil and religious, at one time and another. And in a 
word, very ſurprizing and ſhocking the proſpects, when 
a righteous and holy God hath many a time threatned us 
with impoveriſhing and defolating judgments for our 
ſins; and ſometimes cauſed us to taſte the bitter fruits of 
our impietĩes and irregularities. Nevertheleſs, through 
the patience of Heaven, we are continued a people, and 
are ſtill in the enjoyment of very valuable privileges, 
and from {mall beginnings are become great. Þ 


But 


The firſt Charter taken away 1685. The old Government diſ- 
ſolved in May 1686. Sir Edmund Androſs arrived Governour 
December 1686. The Rev. Dr. Increaſe Mather went Agent to 
England in the ſpring 1688. | 


+ In England, Nov. 1688. In New-England, April 1689. The 
prefent Charter granted 1691. Sir William Phipps arrived Go- 


vernour 1692. | 
In the year 1692. 


4 Sce this ſet in a very good light, in a ſermon preached upon 
the like occaſion, by the Rev. Mr. Foxcroft of Ballon, from 


Matt. xiii. 31. 32. Avg. 23. 1730. 
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But I leave theſe things of a general purport, and paſs 
to conſider ſome things more immediately referring to 


 ourlelves. 


According to the account which I have received, the 
town of Dedham was the 16th or 18th ſettlement from 
the firſt beginning of the country. = 20 


It was petitioned for as a townſhip in 1636, and de- 
fired that it might be called Contentment ; which name 
I doubt not was aſked for ſome ſpecial reaſon, and likely 
enough to denote the temper and diſpoſition of the then 
inhabitants. However, when the grant was made, it 
was called by its preſent name. 


Our Church Records ſay, “ The townſhip of Dedham, 
conſiſting of about thirty families, reſiding there 1637, 
being come together by divine Providence from ſeveral 
ot of England ; few of them known to one another 

efore.“ 

And being thus incorporated into a civil Society, and 
inveſted with the ſame privileges that others enjoyed, 
they ſoon bethought themſelves about a Church State, 


tor it was that, that their hearts were principally upon. 


Agrecably it is added in our ancient Records. 


« Tt was thought meet and agreed upon, that all the 
inhabitants that affected Church Communion, or pleaſed 
to come, ſhould meet every 5th day of the week at ſeveral 
houſes, in order lovingly to diſcourſe and conſult toge- 
ther of ſuch queſtions as might further tend to eſtabliſh 
a peaceable and comfortable civil ſociety ; and prepare 
for ſpiritual communion in a Church State. Partly that 
we might be further acquainted with the tempers, ſpirits 
and gifts of one another; and partly that we might 
gain further light in the ways of Chriſt's kingdom, and 
the government of his Church,“ &c. 


And in the purſuit of this method, they prepared for, 
and at length came into a Church State, in a very ſerious 
and ſolemn manner, | x 


the Hope of Poſterity. ; 25 


A particular account of the meaſures taken and of the 
manner of their combination is preſerved to us by the 
care and pains of that reverend and venerable gentleman 
Mr. John Allin, your firſt paſtor : And whoever reads it 
muſt allow, that there is in it a full diſcovery of a ſincere 
regard to the glory of God, and to their own fpiritual 
edification in the ways of God (according to a judg- 
meat of charity) a ſtrict regard to holineſs of life, and 
a great care to maintain the wnity of the Spirit in the 
bond of peace. That there was much of the preſence of 
God with them, and that having their hearts enlarged 
with the conſolations of God, they ran in the ways of 
his commandments with cheerfulneſs and conſtancy, 
and held faſt their integrity. 


This Church being the fourteenth that was embodied 
in the country,“ was gathered on the 8th day of Novem- 
ber 1638, by making a ſolemn profeſſion of their faith, 
and entering into covenant with the Lord, and one with 
another, conſiſting of 8 perſons F to whom ſeveral others 
were added before the church was compleated with 
officers, } which was on April 24. 1639,$ when the Rev. 
Mr. Fohn Allin was ordained to the paſtoral office, 
who through help received from God, continued in his 
work, till the year 1671, when on the 26th of Auguſt 
he 


* 7obnſon's Hiſtory. : 

+ Viz. John Allin, Ralph Wheelock, Edward Allin, ohn Lnſon, Juba 
Hunting, John Frayry, Eleazer Luſber, and Robert Hinſdall, 

t Viz. Henry Phillips, Fohn Dwight, Robert Kempe, and Daniel Fiſhery 
with ſeveral women. 

See ancient Church records. The Deacons office excepted, whieh 
was not filled for many years ; for I find ſuch a memorandum 
as this, in our Church records, viz. the choice and ordination of 
Deacons being long left unperfected; ſometimes by reaſon of diſfer- 
ent apprehenſions in the Church, and ſometimes by reaſon of brother 
Chickering's delays of acceptance in regard of his relation and 
a ſfections to Mr. Phillips in England; it pleaſed God that after 
long experience the Church had of brother Henry Chickering and 
Nathan Aldis in the work of Deacons, the Church with a general 
vote (ſome few only ſuſpending) called them to that. office, and 
agreed they ſhould be ordained thereunto the next Sabbath, 
being elected on the 234 of the 4th month 1650. So that this 
Church was without Deacone 11 years. 
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he fell aſleep in the Lord, © having continued (ſays out 
church hiſtory) the reverend and dearly beloved paſtor 
to the church of Chriſt in Dedham, after ordination, 
thirty two years, and died in the 75th year of his age. 


After whoſe death, this church was deſtitute of a paſ- 
tor two years and about 4 months, when this . breach 
was greatly made up in the happy ſettlement of the Rev, 
Mr. William Adams ; who was ordained to the paſtoral 
office December 3d, 1673, and carried on the work 
of the Lord among his people here, through the aſſiſt. 
ances of the glorious head of the church, for 12 years 
and 8 months, and ceaſed from his labours, exchanging 
(we truſt) earth for Heaven, on Augult the 17th, in the 
year of our Lord 1685. 


After whoſe deceaſe, this church was deſtitute and in 
a broken ſtate for 8 years, when to their great joy, the 
repairer of breaches ſupplied the vacancy with a paſtor 
(we truſt) after his own heart, in the Rev. Mr. Fo/eph 
Belcher, who was ordained to the paſtoral office in this 
Place, on Nov. 29th, in the year 1693, and was made 2 
great bleſſing to this people, in whoſe light they rejolc- 
ed till April 27th 1723, when he was not ſuffered to 
continue any longer by reaſon of death. He lived muck 
defired and died greatly lamented, in the 53d year of 
his age, and in the 3oth of his paſtorate. | 


After which this church was deſtitute one year, which 
brings down the time to the preſent ſettlement. 


I ſhall add, that beſides thofe in the miniſtry this 
Church and Town have been favoured with very valua- 
ble and worthy men, ſome in the Magiſtracy, and others 
in a more private ſphere. A Lufher,* a Fiſher, Fa 

Dwight, 


# Of whom it is thus recorded in our Church Book, Major Elzazer 
Luſher, a man ſound in the faith, of great holineſs and heavenly 
mindedneſs, who was of the firſt foundation of this Church, and 
had been of great uſe (as in the Commonwealth fo) in the Church. 
eſpecially after the death of the Rev. Paſtor thereof, Mr. JohnAlln, 
departed this life November 13, 1672. ; 

+ Mr. Daniel Fiſher, a Gentleman learned in the Law, and 5 
Magiſtrate for the Colony. 72 
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Þrwjgbt,* have been among our men of renown ; and 
many other truly ſerious, godly and uſeful men, who 
being dead, have their names and memories, yet alive 
among us, for their worthy deeds done to and for this 
people, and for their heavenly converſation, who herein 
have left us an example worthy of imitation. 


And bleſſed be God, that we have ſome, we hope, yet 
ſurviving; that are not deſtitute of the principles and 
zcal of their fore-fathers. 


I need not acquaint you that within the limits that 
were firſt Dedbam, whoſe: number of inhabitants in the 
year 1637 were 30 families, there are now 6 townſhips;* 


and ſome conſiderable part of a 7th, f there are g 
pariſhes, and as many * Churches, T with Paſtors, 
one 


* Timothy Dwight, Eſq; a Gentleman truly ſerious and godly, one 
of an excellent ſpirit, peaceable, generous, charitable, and a 
promoter of the true intereſts both of the Church and Town 3 
died January 31, 1717-18, Etat. 83, and buried on the ſame 
day with his fixth conſort. | i 

* Viz. Medfield made a Townfhip, January 1650-1, whereof the 

Rev. Mr. 7oſeph Baxter is the preſent Paſtor. 
IWrentham, ſet off from Dedham March 27, 166i. Confirmed by 
the General Court, October 1673. The Rev: Meſſieurs Henry 
Meſſenger, and Elias Haven, Paſtors of the two diſtinct pariſhes 
in the town. 2 ; 8 
Needham, ſet. off from Dedham, May 28th, 171i. Confirmed by 
the General Court November 1711, The Rev. Mr. Jonathan 
Townſend the Paſtor. | 
Bellingham,; ſet off from Dedham May 1 1th, 1719: | 
Walpole, ſet off from Dedham May 1 5th, 1724, and confirmed at 
the fall ſeſſions. The Rev. Mr. Philips Payfon their Paſtor. 

T Viz. Natick, where there is a Church of our Lord Jeſus, con- 
ſiſting partly of Engliſh and partly of Indians. The Rev. Mr. 
Oliver Peabody their Paſtor. 

+ Viz: 1 in Medfieldy 2 in Wrentham, 1 in Needham, 1 ih Bellingham, 
i in Walpole, and 3 in Dedham, viz. the old Pariſh, the ſouth 
Pariſh, ſet off from the Town Sept. 2, 1728, confirmed by the 
General Court Nov. 1730, The Church gathered there June 
23d, 1736, and the Rev, Mr. Thomas Balch ordained their Paltor, 
June zoth, 1736. The other Pariſh is diſtinguiſhed by the name 
af the Claptoard Trees ; where a Church was gathered, and the 
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one only excepted ; $ with a conſiderable number» to 
make a 1oth, when they ſhall judge their circum- 
ſtances agreeable. | 


There are ten trained Companies, with a troop of 
Horſe, and a very conſiderable part of another. Within 
our preſent limits are three Pariſhes, three Churches, 
and three trained. Companies. 2 


I do not mention theſe. things for oſtentation, but 
that we may ſec and conſider how great, hath been our 
encreaſe from ſmall beginnings; and be induced, to 
give God the glory of his power and goodneſs. 


As to the Births. and Deaths, the admiſſions, into 
Church fellowſhip, and the removals from it, Marriages, 
&c. I cannot pretend to compute and athrm the number. 
Yet we may in our own minds be led (it's, poſſible) to 
ſome juſter and more enlarged, conceptions. thereof, 
than at firſt we are ready to imagine, from the following 
acconnt, which begins with my ſettlement, on the 6th 
of May 1724, ſince which time, according to the belt 
calculation that I can make, which is ſomething above 


14 years; there has died, and been buried in this place 


and neighbourhood, who congregate with us, 369: 
Infants. baptized 447: Adults , baptized 35 : Admitted 


into Church, fellowſhip 141 : Diſmiſſed to us 9 : Dil- 
miſſed from us 33: Laid. hold: of the. Covenant 44; 


Beſides the Baptiſms, Admiſſions, &c. that have, been in 
the other Churches. And the number of Marriages have 
been 104 ; beſides thoſe that have been joined in holy 
wedlock, belonging to this Town, by other Offices. 
And if theſe things have been within a little more than 
the ſpace of fourteen years, what has been done. in the 
courſe of an hundred? | . As 


Rev. Mr. 72h Dwight, (formerly of Woodſtock) inſtalled thei 
Paſtor June 4th, 1735. And they were made a diſtinct Pari 
by the General Court January roth, 1736. T 

N. B. Where I ſay confirmed by the General Court in November, 
it is to be underſtood, ſometime in the Fall Seſſions. ' 

$ Viz. * who are now deſtitute of a ſettled Miniſter 
VIZ. January 25, 1738-9. 3 

I Viz. at a part of the Town known by the name of Springfiel. 
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As the people of God in this Place have been ſharers 
in the common:{ſmiles'of Heaven with other. places, ſo 
they have been in pꝓublick frowns and calamities, ſuch 
as ſickneſſes and wars, ſcarcities, and the like. But 1 
do not find any diſtinguiſhing calamity brought upon 
them ſince their firſt ſettlement. 


Of late years, God's people in this land, and we in 
this place, have been under a variety of providential 
diſpenſations, and have reaſon to ſing both of mercy 
and of judgment. 


Many have been the frowns of Heaven, and great the 
divine threatnings in the wars with the Indian ſavages ; 
by earthquakes, ſtorms and ſickneſſes, ſuch as the ſmall 
pox, and the throat diſtemper, by which ſuch vaſt num- 
bers of our children "and youth in one place and in 
another, have been removed to the ſileht houſe appoint- 
ed for all living. Death having obtained commiſſion 
to come up ihto our windows, and to enter into our 
dwellings, to cut off the children from without, and 
the voung men and women from the ſtreets, many hun- 
dreds, if not thouſands, have fallen an eaſy prey. Alſo in 
the threatnings of ſcarcity, and in the deatlis of great and 
good men, both in the Magiſtracy and in the Miniſtry. 


And great has been the kindneſs and favour of the 
bleſſed God ro us; as in the continuance of our precious 
privileges both civil and ſacred ; ſo in our ſpecial falva- 
tions, procectiont and proviſions : In our ſucceſſes againſt 
the Indian enemy in the laſt war, though with the Joſs 
of much treaſure, and many a valuable life: In the 
peace that we have of late years enjoyed: In the ſalva- 
tions that we have hitherto been favoured 'withal from 
threatned ruin and deſtruction. And in the fruits of 
the carth, which beyond expectation, we have been 
bleſſed with, for the ſupply of the neceſſities of life, and 
ſometimes in great plenty. 

And in a particular manner, great and kind have been 
the bounties of Heaven with which the year paſt hath 
been brightened and bleſſed in the. plentiful har * 2 
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former and latter. In the general health of the land, 
though ſome places have been ſorely and diſtreſlingly 
viſited with the throat diſtemper ; “ with whom we 
would ſympathize, and for whom we would conſtantly 
pour out a prayer to the God of our lives and hopes, re- 
membering thoſe that are in bonds, as bound with them, 
and they that ſuffer affliction, as being ourſelves alſo in 
the body; and not knowing how ſoon it may be our 
melancholly lot; who have at this day ſpecial reaſon to 
take notice of the goodneſs of God to us, in the health 
that we have been favoured withal in the year paſt, in 
which we have had fewer deaths in proportion than in 
any one year ſince my ſettlement. We ſhould alſo take 
a thankful notice that we yet enjoy peace, not w ithſtand- 
ing the threatning proſpects of war betwixt England and 
Spain; Which if there ſhould be, we muſt expect not 
only to hear of the confuſed noiſe of war, and garments 
rolled in blood, but alſo to taſte, and it may be drink 


deep, of chat bitter cup. 


Thus I have given you ſome ſhort account af our 
Foundation, Rite and Growth, with ſome remarkable 
of divine Providence, worthy to be taken notice of, 
in ſuch a relation. 


I come now in the ſecond place as was propoſed. 
2. Briefly to hint what influence theſe things ſhould 
have upon us 
And in the firſt place, 


1. Our increaſes and enlargements, with the continu- 
ance of our invaluable privileges, ſhould excite us to 
give God the glory of his infinite wiſdom, almighty 
power, and inexhauſtible goodneſs. | 


An infinite fulneſs hereof there is in the ever bleſſed 
God; and very wonderful and even aſtoniſhing have 
been the diſplays thereof, in the foundation, riſe and 

rowth of theſe colonies and churches, and of this place 
in particular, which a little above an hundred years ago, 


Was a howling wilderneſs, the regions of death, and the 
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habitations of ignorance, idolatry, barbariſm, and in- 
humanity ; but now a land of light, and a valley of 
viſion, wherein the true God is feared and worſhiped, 
with as much light, affection, zeal, and purity, as upon 
any ſpot of earth through the known world. O that 
men would praiſe the Lord for his goodneſs, and for bis 
wonderful works to the children of men. 


2. The ſpirit, life, zeal and power of godlineſs, which 
was the glory of our forefathers, miniſters occaſion of 
humiliation to us, their degenerate offspring. 


Where is that holineſs and love, that purity and faith, 
which the firſt planters of theſe New Engliſh ſettlements 
were eminent for? Our fathers where are they? And 
the prophets do they live forever? Verily, we are riſen 
up in the room of our fathers, a generation which do not 
know, love, fear and obey the bleſſed God, with that 
fervency and life, and ſtrictneſs as they did. We are 
fallen from their firſt love, and we do not do the firſt 
works. May not the lamentation over, and the ex- 
poſtulation with God's people of old, which we have 
recorded, Fer. ii. 2. and on, be juſtly improved with 
reſpect to us, in the preſent day of our declenſions 
C and cry in the ears of Jeruſalem, ſaying, Thus ſaith 
the Lord, I remember thee, the kindneſs of thy youth, the 
love of thine eſponſals, when thou wenteſt after me in the 
wilderneſs, in a land that was not ſown. Jjracl was ho#t= 
neſs to the Lord, and the firſt fruits of his increaſe : All 
that devour him fhall offend, evil ſhall come upon then, 
faith the Lord. — Hear the word of the Lord, O houſe 
of Facob, and all the families of the houſe of Iſrael. Thus 
faith the Lord, What iniquity have your fathers found in 
me, that they are gone far from me, and have walked 
after vanity, and are become vain ? Neither ſaid they 
where is the Lord, that brought us up out of the land of 
Egypt, that led us through the wilderneſs, through a land of 
deſerts and of pitts, through a land of drought, and of 
the ſhadrw of death, through a land that ub man paſſed 
through, and there no man dwelt * And I brought you 
into a plentiful country, to eat the fruit thereof, and the 

goodneſs 
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goodneſs thereof. But when ye entered, ye defiled my land, 


and made mine heritage an abomination ; (for are there 
not among us, even among us, wicked ways and prac- 
tices to be found?) he Prieſts ſaid not, where is the 
Lord and they that *handle'the law, knew me noi, the 
Paſtors alſo tranſgreſſed againſt-me ; and the Prophets pro. 
Pheſied by Baal, and walked afler things that do not profit; 
wh erefore I will yet "pl-ad with'you, -ſaith the Lord, and 
with your children's children will I plead. O! that we 
were more fincerely ſenſible of our declenfions, and 
humble for our apoſtacies, and penitent for our ' back. + 
flidings ; that we might reform every 'thing that s 
amiſs, and return to him from whom we have revolted, 
that iniquity may not prove our ruin. And from the 
examples of our pious Fathers, may we be quickened tb 
a laudable ambition and emulation, that the thin 
which are virtuous and praiſe-worthy, and of good 
report, may be our adorning, as they were their's.“ 


Suffer me (my brethren) to put you in mind of the 
regard which they ſhewed to neceſſary and uſeful learn- 


ing; from a value to which, in the days of their weak- 


neſs, burthens and impoveriſhments, they laid the foun- 
dation of that Seminary, t which has been ſuch a great 
bleſſing to the land and 'the churches. And let this 
ſhame us out of our regardleſſneſs to that which ts 
better than money and farms. 

Is not the diſeſteem of learning too evident in a pre- 
vailing temper (was it not for the law of the Province) 
to be wholly without a Grammar School ? Don't we ſee 
too much of this, in the negligence of parents and 
maſters in ſending their children, and thoſe under their 
care and charge to ſchool, when we have one. 


My Brethren, what will the next, or ſucceeding gene- 
rations be, in our country Towns, unleſs a love to, à 


value for, and eſteem of learning, revive 2 Muſt we not 
ſend 


* Here are two or three paragraphs added, which were not 
delivered when the Sermon was preached. | 

+ September 1636, the General Court voted 400 /. t- wards builds 
ing the College at Cambridg-. | 
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ſend abroad for men to do our publick buſineſs for us? 
[think it is beyond all diſpute, a rare thing to find 
among us, men of a common character, that can uſe 
their pens as many, many of our. Fathers could. 


T intreat you to bear with my plainneſs and freedom 
af ſpeech ;, and ſuffer. me to add, O let us endeavour to 
recover that ſpirit of family government and authority 
which our. Fathers had; They ruled- their, houſes well, 
and had their; houſholds in; good;ſubjection ; children 
and ſervants knew their places, and kept their diſtances; 
Bur how is it now ? Verily in family, government 1s the 
foundation laid for good order, peace, and a regular 
conduct, in Church and State. O let us command 
our children, and houſholds, that they fear God and 
honour the King ; that they reverence their ſuperiours, 
and behave with, all ſuitable decorum towards every 
one. And I, hope, without offence, I may ſubjoin, for 
I have - no particular, references, how much it is to be 
wiſhed, that our School-Maſters would ſhew all good 
fidelity in that betruſtment, and let their little nurſeries 
be the ſchools neither of Tyrannus nor of Gallio, but 
that they, uſe their beſt endeavours to inſtill good know - 
ledge, virtue and religion, into the minds and hearts of 


children, that they may give a good account of their 


ſtewardſhip. 


And O let us every one in our reſpective ſpheres and 
characters, endeavour to ſhine in the gifts and graces 
with which our forefathers were endowed and brightned, 


And as I have taken up the Mantles, fo, O that thro” 
grace, I might inherit a double portion of that excel= 
lent ſpirit, which reſted upon my aſcended Fathers, 
who miniſtred at the Lord's alter in this place. I do 
not pretend to have attained, but I deſire to follow on; 
Lord quicken my pace, and encreaſe the fruits of thy 
ſpirit in my weak and feeble eſſays, for the glory of thy 
name, and the good of precious ſouls; and O that we 
might be ſo happy as to be the crowns of each other's 
Joy in the day of Chriſt's appearing. 1 
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And (my dear Charge) I beſeech you to imitate the, 
zeal, the love, the faith, the purity, the holineſs, the 
charity and liberality of your pious anceſtors ; and let 
this day, or this ſeaſon of this year, witneſs for you, 
that you are followers, as well as deſcendants from 
them, who througli faith and patience are inheriting 
the promiſes, in your liberal communications to thoſe 
that ſtand in need; ſuch you have with you, and you 
will always have with you; do not forget them. The 
bleſſed God hath given bountifully into your hands this 
year, and they that reap bountifully ſhould ſow bounti- 
fully, and that is the way for another good crop, and 
a further plentiful harveſt. Of this, ſome of you are 
not unmindful : God's poor, and his unworthy ſervant 
ſpeaking, muſt commend your acts of kindneſs. The 

ord reward your bounty in the gifts of his provi- 
dence, and in the fruits of his grace, to you and to 
your children forever, 


3. From what we have heard, let us be excited to 
rejoice in the goodneſs of God, and to make the joy of 
the Lord our ſtrength ; and let us raiſe thoſe notes of 
triumph, Pſalm 105, beginning, O give thanks unto the 


Lord, call upon his name, make known his deeds among the 


people; fing unto him, ſing Pſalms unto him, talk of all 
his wondrous works ; glory ye in his holy name ; let 
the heart of them rejoice that ſeek the Lord. See allo 
Pſalm 106, beginning, Praiſe ye the Lord, O give thanks 
unto the Lord, for he is good, for his mercy endureth for 


ever. Who can utter the mighty acts of the Lord? Who 


can-ſhew forth all his praiſe ? Bleſſed are th:y that keep 
judgment, and he that doth righteouſneſs at all times. 
Remember me, O Lord, with the favour that thou bear 
unto thy people; O viſit me with thy ſalvalion, that 1 
may ſee the good of thy choſen, that I may rejoice in the 
gladn-/s of thy nation, that I may glory with thine inberi- 
tance. And in the 107th Pſalm, beginning, O give thanks 
unto the Lord, for be is good, for his mercy endureth for- 
ever; let the redeemed of the- Lord ſay ſo, whom he hath 


of 


of the lands, from the eaſt and from the weſt, from the 
north and from the ſouth. They wandred in the wilder- 
neſs, in a ſolitary way, they found no city to dwell ing 
hungry and thirfly, their ſoul fainted in them ; then they. 
cried to the Lord in their trouble, and be delivered them 
out of their diſtreſſes, and he led them forth by the right 
way, that they might go to a city of habitation. O that 
men would praiſe the Lord for his goodneſs and For his 
wonderful works to the children of men. | 


4. What we have heard ſhould encourage us to truſt in 
God, to hope in his mercy, and to pray for his ſpecial 
preſence, and peculiar bleſſings, particularly the out- 
pourings of his ſpirit. + | 
The ever bleſſed God hath done great and good things 
for us, and he is the only adequate object of our truſt 
and hope; and-he that has done can, ſtill do: To him 
therefore let us, with humility, and in faith, with fer- 
vency, commit our cauſe, who is God performing all 
things for us; and in a particular manner, let us cry 
mightily, that the ſpirit may be poured down from on 
high upon us, that the hearts of the fathers may be turn- 
ed to the children, and the diſobedient to the wiſdom of 
the juſt, that we may become a holy people ; that God 
would pardon our iniquities, heal our backſlidings, re- 
ceive us graciouſly and love us freely, and make us a 
peculiar people to himſelf, zealous of good works. 


5. From what we have heard, let us be quickened to 
bleſs and magnify the glorious God for the former and 
later manifeſtations of his goodneſs and grace, bounty 
and kindneſs. | 

We ſhould abundantly utter the memory of God's 
great goodneſs, and ting of his loving «kindneſs. We 
ſhould mention the loving kindneſs of the Lord, and 
the praiſes of the Lord, according to all that the Lord 
hath beſtowed on us; and his great goodneſs toward 
the houſe of his New Engliſh Iſrael, which he hath 
beſtowed on them according to his mercies, and accord- 
ing to the multitude of his loving kindneſſes. 
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But in a word, 


6. The great goodneſs of God towards our Fathets 
and towards us ſhould animate us to uſe our utmoſt 
endeavours, that our children may be ſuitably affected 
with theſe things. But this brings me. 


3. To conſider the third and laſt reaſon given in our 
text, to urge the people's duty upon them in attending 
to the inſtructions, and admonitions that were to be 
52 to them in God's name, viz. That they were things 

n which poſterity was concerned. 


Verſe 4th and on of our text, We will not hide them 


from their children, ſhewing 10 the generation io come, the 


praiſes of the Lord, and his ſtrength, and his wonderful 
works that he hath done; for he eſtabliſhed a teſtimony in 
Jacob, and appointed a law in Jrael, which he commanded 
our Fathers, that they ſhould make them known to their 
children, that the generation to come might know them, 
even the children which ſhould be bara, who ſhould 
ariſe and declare them to their children, that they might ſet 
their hope in God, and not forget the works of God, but keep 
his commandments, and not be as their Fathers, a ſtubborn 
and rebellious generation, a generation that ſet not their 
hearts aright, and whoſe ſpirit was not ſtedfaſt with God. 


The things which the Prophet was about to diſcourſe 
of, as they were things weighty, and the monuments of 
antiquity, ſo they were to be tranſmitted to poſterity ;* 
and it lies as a charge upon us, carefully to hand them 
down. Becauſe our Fathers told them us, we will not 
hide them from their children : Our children are called 
their's, for they were in care for their ſeed's ſeed, 
and looked upon them as their's. And in teaching our 
children the knowledge of God, we repay to our parents 
ſome of that debt we owe to them for teaching us. Nay 
if we have no children of our own, we muſt declare 
the things of God to their children, the children of 
others; our care muſt be for poſterity in general, and 
not only for our own poſterity. And for the generation 


| to 
Mr. Henry. 


the Hope of Poſterity. 


to come hereafter, the children that ſhall be born, as 
well as the generation that is next riſing up, and the 
children that are born. That which we are to tranſmit 
to our children, is not only the knowledge of languages, 
arts, and ſciencics, their liberty and property; but eſ- 
peclally the praiſes of the Lord, and his ſtrength appear- 
ing in the wonderful works that he has done. Our great 
care muſt be to lodge our religion, that great depoſitum, 
pure and entire in the hands of thoſe that ſucceed us. 


Hence we may obſerve this note of Doctrine, viz. 


That we ought to do all that is in our power, to have 
the ſouls of our children impreſſed with ſuitable appre- 
hentions of God, his will and law, and their duty; to 
effect which, the rehearſal of, and acquainting them 
with, God's memorable providential diſpenſiations,whe- 
ther of ancienter or later date, may have an, agreeable: 
tendency. 


Here let it be ſaid, 


1. We ſhould uſe our utmoſt endeavour, that our 
children maybe ſuitably affected with the law of God, 
his will, and their duty. | 


He eftabliſhed a teſtimony in Jacob, and appointed a law: 
in Ifracl, which he commanded our Fathers, that they 
Should make them known to their children, v. 5. The law 
of God was given to his people, with a particular charge, 
that it thould be taught diligently to their children. 

He eſtabliſhed a teſtimony or covenant, and erected a 


law in Jacob. and Iſrael ; gave them precepts and pro- 
miſes, which he commanded them to make known tos 


their children. See Deut. vi. 7. And thou Halt teach 


them diligently unto. thy children, and hall talk of them 
when thou ſitleſt in thine houſe, and when thou walkeſt by 
the way, and when thou lieſt drwn, and when thou riſeſi up. 


See alſo verſe 20, and on. And when thy ſon aſketh thee. 


in lime to come, ſaying, What means the teſtimonies, and 
the latutes, and the judgments which the Lord our God 
hath commanded you ; then ſhalt thou ſay unto thy fon, 
Ie were Pharaoh's boudmen in Egypl, and the Lord 
brought 
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brought us out of Egypt with a mighty hand, and the Lord 
Shewed ſigns and wonders, great and fore upon Egypt; upon 
' Pharaoh, and upon all his houfhold, before our eyes; and be 
brought us out from thence, that he might bring us in, tq 
give us the land which he ſware unto our fathers. And 


the Lord commanded us to do all theſe ſtatules, to fear the 


Lord our God, for our good always, that he might preſerve 
us alive, as it is at this day ; and it ſhall be our righteouf. 
neſ:, if we obJerve lo do all theſe Commandments, before the 
Lord our God, as he hath commanded us, 


The Church of God, as the hiſtorian faith of the Ro. 
man Commonwealth, was not to be Fes unins etatis, a 
buſineſs of one age, but was to be kept up, from one 
generation to another. And therefore, as God provided 
tor a ſucceſſion of miniſters in the tribe of Levi, and the 
houſe of Aaron, ſo he appointed that parents ſhould train 
up their children in the knowledge of his law ; and 
v hen they are grown up, they muſt ariſe and declare 
them to their children ; that as one generation of God's 
ſervants and worſhippers paſſeth away, another genera- 
tion may come, and the church, as the earth, may abide 
forever. And thus Gop's name among men may be as 
the days of Heaven. And then, 


2. The rehearſal of God's memorable providential 
difpenſations to our children, ani ſuitably acquainting 
them therewithal, may have a happy tendency thus to 
impreſs the law of God upon them. His providences 
both of mercy and judgment. | 


It is 1equiſite that God's works ſhould be made 
Known to poſterity, together with his laws ; the fulfilling 
of his promiſes made to the obedient, and his threat- 
nings denounced againſt the diſobedient : Let theſe be 
told to our children, and to our children's children. 

And hence they may take encouragement, to conform 
themſelves to the will of God, that not forgetting the 
works of God, wrought in former days, or later times, 
they may ſet their hope in God, and keep his command- 
ments, may make his command their rule, and his co- 

N venant 


— 
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venant their ſtay. And thoſe 5 may with confidence 
hope for God's ſalvation, that make conſcience . of doing 
bis commandments. The works of 03. duly e 3 
will very much ſtrengthen our reſolution, both to ſet 
our hope in him, and to keep his commandments. 


/ 


And then, hened may children take warning, not to 
conform to thoſe examples of their fathers which have 
not been good, and for which God hath. viſited. them 
with his ſore rebukes, that they might not be as their 
fathers, a ſtubborn and rebellious generation. ped 


When the charadter of Fathers i is, that they are ſtub- 
born and rebellious, that they walk contrary unto God, 
who though they profeſs relation to him, yet do not ſet 
their hearts aright ; are not cordial in their engagements 
to God, nor inward with him in their worſhip of him 
and therefore their ſpirits are not ſtedfaſt with him, dur 
upon every occaſion fly from him: Children ſhould 
take warning not to follow their examples. 92 


And verily thoſe that are deſcended from wicked and 
ungodly anceſtors, if they will but conſider the word and 
works of God, will ſee reaſon enough not to tread in 
their ſteps: It will be no excuſe for a vain converſation, 
that it was received by tradition from our Fathers, for 
what we know of them that was ill, and the punithments 


that they received therefor, ſhould be an admonition to 


us, that we dread that which was ſo pernicious to them. 


In fine. Such an acquaintance with the dealings of 
Heaven, may have a tendency to fill our children with 
an holy awe and reverence of the divine Majeſty ; with 
a cheerful hope and confidence in him; with earneſt 
deſires and a ſteady care to pleaſe him, by obeying his 


will; with awful fears of offending him; by any inſtances - 


of diſobedience ; and in a word, this may inſtruct and 
quicken chem to fear, love, ſerve and worſhip that God 
who was their Fathers God, and is their God, and who 
they defire may be the God of their's after them. 


Hence 
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| Hence by way of Application. * 
1. We learn the duty of parents to inſtruct their 
children in the knowledge of God's word and works ; of 
his Jaw and providence, | | 


We ſhould teach them diligently to our childen; 
We ſhould talk of them when we fit in the houſe, when 
we walk by the way, when we lye down, and when we 
riſeup: We ſhould acquaint our children with what 
God hath done for his people, for his churches, for 
our families, for ourſelves, and for them. What ſenſe 
they-ſhould have of divine mercies, and how they ſhould 
reſent the the tokens of divine diſpleaſure, What 
improvement they. ſhould make of ſuch things to ſtir 
them up to holineſs of life, and to direct their hearts 
into thelove of God, and a patient waiting for the mercy 


— 


of God, through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 

2. Hence we learn the duty of children to hearken to 
and receive inſtructions; to regard God's works and 
obey his will. And to lay up ſuch things as a ſacred 


depoſitum to be tranſmitted down to their poſterity ; 
and to have their own hearts ſuitably impreſſed, and 


their lives influenced to an agreeable converſation by 


the examples of God's mercies and judgments. His 
ſmiles upon religion and virtue, and his frow ns upon 
impiety and diſhoneſty. In a word, 


3. Let what has been offered upon this ſubject, have 
this influence and effect upon us; to quicken us to regard 
the works of the Lord, and to confider the operation of 


his hands in the methods of his providence towards us, 


and towards our venerable and renowned Forefathers.* 
— That 


* For I am humbly of opinion, that the principles from which 
ſprang their remove into theſe uncultivated regions ; the views 
and aims, they had therein, the perils and fatigues they under- 
went and endured, and the magnanimity, patience, and ſelt⸗ 
denial with which they bore the ſame: And his ſake, the honour 
and glory, for whom they ſuffered all, juſtly entitle them to the 
regards of heroes, martyrs, confeſſors, &c. in our eſteem, 
in the annals of time. 
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That our hope may be ſet in God, and that we may 
not forget his works, but keep his commandments. 
Let the thought of their being weighty things, ancient 
things, and things in which poſterity is concerned, 
prove a motive to us hereunto. „ enigorgz 


Bur it is time to draw to a cloſe. Wherefore upon 
the whole, and to conclude : So copious is our preſent 
theme, and ſo many incidental articles which require 
our notice, and ſo narrow the limits of time to mention 
them all ; that renders it exceeding difficult to keep 
proper meaſures, and to preſerve a natural, a clear and 
unconfuſed method. And how defective ſoever the 
preſent Diſcourſe hath been in theſe reſpects ; yet let 
us endeavour to anſwer the grand deſign and intention 
of it, which is the noble and excellent end of preach- 
ing, viz. to profit. | 


Wherefore I ſhall conclude with 8 few briefs hints 
of exhortation. — 


1. Upon ſuch a reflection as we have now made, let 
us be filled with humble and holy admiration. 


Lord! What is man that thou art thus mindful of 
him, and the children of men that thou ſhouldeſt thus 
viſit them ? Who are we, and what are our houſes, that 
thou haſt brought us hitherto? Again, 


2. Let us utter the memory of God's great goodneſs, 
and of his wonderful works, with ſincere views that his 
name may be thereby glorified. 


Let us with our whole ſouls, bleſs God for preſerving 
our Fathers from the perils of the ſca, in croſſing the 
great ocean to ſettle themſelves in this land. And for 
protecting them from the dangers that they were in 
from the ſavage inhabitants upon their arrival : For 
his caſting out the heathen from before them, and giv- 
ing them this good land for an inheritance : For ſmil- 


ing upon them, and proſpering them in their ſettle- 
ments 3 
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ments: For his propitious aids, direction and influence 


in their civil and religious intereſts : For continuing to 
us our precious privileges to this day. And that now 
through the indulgence of Heaven, we enjoy a wiſe and 
gracious Prince upon the throne, for whom we pray 
that his life may be long and his reign proſperous : 
And in the increaſe- of the royal family in the birth 
of his highneſs Prince Georye,* and that we have the 
hopeful proſpects of a ſucceſſion in the proteſtant line 
in the illuſtrious houſe of Hanover, to the end of time, 
And that we in this land are favoured with good Rulers, 
and from among ourſelves, ſuch as are accepted of the 
multitude of their brethern, feeking the wealth of their 
people, and ſpeaking peace to all their ſeed ; for whom 
we give thanks, and pray that under their wiſe and juſt 
adminiſtration, we may lead lives in all godlineſs and 


honeſty. In a word, 


We ſhould bleſs God for the boumties and benigni- 
ties of the year paſt in particular, and be above every 
thing ſolicitous what we ſhall render for the benefits 
done unto us. Bleſs the Lord, O our ſouls, and all that 
is within us, bleſs his holy name. 


3. Let us fear and reverence that great and dreadful 
Name, The Lokp our Gov. 


His works of wonder, of power; of wiſdom, of good- 
neſs and faithfulneſs, ſhould have ſuch an influence 
upon us. Again, 


4. Let us not dare to go on in a courſe of rebellion 
againſt God. 


It will be the vileſt ingratitude, if we do; and ve 
may juſtly expect, if we do, that the profuſion of good- 
neſs which we have experienced, will be concluded; 
and the treaſures of wrath will be opened, to vindicate 
the honour of incenſed juſtice, and of abuſed love and 

| Patience, | 


His Highneſs Prince George, born May 24, 1738. 
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atience. But let us remember from whence cue hau 


fallen, and repent and do the firſt works, that God may 
go on to own us for his people“ 


« Let us be ſolicitous to do all we can to ſecure the 
continuance of the gracious preſence of God among us. 
To this end, let us be concerned to get every provok- 
ing evil reformed : Let us be inquiſitive into the cauſes, 
of the preſent decay of piety, and unſucceſsfulneſs of 
the goſpel ; labour to repair all our defects, rectify 
all our miſmanagements, and retrieve our characters; 
Let us unite all our endeavours, cares and prayers, for 
the recovery of languiſhing religion, for the building 
up Chriſt's kingdom, and carrying on the work of the 
Lord, that we may ſee the return of good days. That 
is the call of Chriſt to his people here, Rev. iii 2, 3. Be 
watchful, and ſtrengthen the things which remain that are 
ready to die, for I have not found thy works perfect before 
God, remember therefore how thou haſt received, and heard, 
and hold faſt, ami repent. And as in verſe 11, Behold I 
come quickly, hold That faſt which thou haſt, that no man 
zake thy crown. He that hath an ear, let him hear, 
what the ſpirit ſaith unto the Churches. 


Let us often recollect the errand of our forefathers 
into this land, and purſue that great intereſt, which 
brought them hither, when it was a land not ſown, an 
hoſpitable wilderneſs, where (as they were wont to 
ſay) they eſteemed brown bread and the goſpel good 
fare. Let us be mindful of the holy covenant, wherein 
they have-bound us to be the Lord's ; and teach it our 
children; who ſhall tell it to the generation to come, 
that they alſo may ſet their hope in the Lord. And 
that our little ones may know the covenant care and 
faithfulneſs of the God of Iſrael, under whoſe wings 
their forefathers came hither to dwell in ſafety. Ler 
us attend to the words of David's dying charge to the 
rulers and people of Iſrael, 1 Chron; xxviii, 8. Now 

G therefore 


* The two following paragraphs are added fince the Sermon was 
preached, from the Rev, Mr. #oxcroft's Century Sermon, p. 44, 45+ 
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therefore inthe fight of all Iſrael the congregation of the Lord, 
and in the audience of our God, keep and ſeck for all the 
commandments of the Lord your God ; that ye may poſſeſs 
this good land, and leave it for an inheritance for your 
children after you for ever.” | 


Further, - 


5. Let us charge our children and houſholds to keep 
the right ways of the Lord, to do judgment and juſtice, 
and let us ſet them an example of it in our own holy, 
humble, thankful and obedient lives; that in ſo doing 
we may inherit the bleſſings, and avoid the threatnings 
recorded, Iſaiah i. 19, 20. {f ye be willing and obedient, 
ye ſhall eat the good of the land. But if ye refuſe and rebel, 
ye ſhall be devoured with the ſword (of divine juſtice) 
For the mouth of the Lord hath ſpoken it. 
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In a word. Let this day and the ſacrifices of it, 
4 come up for a memorial before God, of our holy joy in 
| him, of our hearty love, and humble gratitude, and 
a7 of our ſteady and fixed reſolutions, by the help of his 
1 race, to walk worthy of the Lord unto all well pleaſing. 

| And when we have eaten and are full, let us bleſs God 
5 for the god land which he hath given to us; and be 
$M Careful that whether we eat or drink, or whatever we 
| | do, that we may do all to the glory of God. 
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kl To God, only wiſe, bountiful, and gracious, be all 
1 honour and glory, for ever and ever, AMEN. 
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AN APPEN DIX. 


IE is thought proper, not ſo much for the gratification of the 
curious, as for the quickning of the ſerious, and admonition of the 
unthoughtful, that the Covenant of Aſſociation, which the firſt 
ſettlers of this town entered into in their infant ſtate; and upon 
the !igning of which they admitted others to incorporate with them, 
thould be publiſhed, by way of Appendix. 

And alſo the ſolemn Covenant of God, which our Fathers 
entered into when they gave themſelves up to the glorious Jefus, 
to be his people in Church Communion. Here follows, 

I. The Socrttry Covenant in theſe terms, viz. 

1. We whoſe names are hereunto ſubſcribed, do in the fear 

and reverence of our Almighty Cod, mutually and ſeverally pro- 


miſe amongſt ourſelves and each to other, to profeſs and practice 


one faith, according to that moſt perfect rule, the foundation 
whereof 1s everlaſting love. 

2. That we ſhall by all means labour to keep off from us, all 
ſuch as are contrary minded; and receive only ſuch unto us, as be 
ſuch, as may be probably of one heart with us; as that we either 
know, or may well and truly be informed to walk in a peaceable 
converlation with all meekneſs of ſpirit, for the edification of each 
other in the knowledge and faith of the Lord Jeſus ; and the mutual 
encouragement unto all temporal comforts in all thmgs ; ſeeking 
the good of each other, out of all which may be derived true peace. 

3- That if at any time difference ſhall ariſe between parties of 


our ſaid town, that then ſuch party and parties, ſhall preſently refer 


all ſuch difference unto ſome one, two, or three others of our ſaid 
ſociety, to be fully accorded and determined, without any further 
delay, if it poſſibly may be. | 

4. That every man that now, or any time her-after, ſhall have 
lots in our ſaid tower, ſhall pay his ſhare in all ſuch rates of money 
and charges as ſhall be impoſed upon him rateably m proportion 
with otlier men, as alſo become freely ſubje& unto all ſuch orders 
and conſtitutions, as ſhall be neceſſarily, had or made, now or 
at any time hereafter from this day forward, as well for loving and 
comfortable ſociety in our ſaid town, as alfo for the proſperous and 
thriving condition of our ſaid fellowſhip, eſpecially reſpecting the 
tear of God, in which we deſire to begin and continue, whattoever 


we ſhall by his loving favour take in hand. 


5. And for the better manif-{tation of our true reſolution herein, 
every man ſo received, to ſubſcribe hereunto his name, thereby oblig- 
ing both himſelf, and his ſueceſſors after him forever as we have done. 

'This Covenant is ſubſcribed by 126. 

This Aſſociation Compact, plainly ſhows, that the truth and ways 

4 God, mutual a/iftance and brotherly love were things much regarded 
y the firlt ſettlers of this town ; and ſure I am, that they are wor- 
Mx of the notice of their poſterity. Now 


— — — — — — — — 


— 


* 
} 

, 

. 


. —— ——— E< : 
o _—_— — - 5 — 


46 o 


b Now follows 
IT. The Cnuacn Covrnanrt, in theſe terms, vir. 

e We whoſe names are ſubſcribed, having found by woful expe. 
rience, the unſtedfaſtneſs of our hearts with God, and proneneſs te 
go aſtray from his ways (for which we defire to abaſe and humble 
ourlelves in his preſence) and deſiring to be joined forever to the 
Lord, and to cleave together in {piritual love and communion, ac- 
cording to his holy inſtitutions, that we might enjoy in his name 
ſuch holy helps as the Lord Jeſus in wiſdom and compaſiion hath 
ordained in his Gofpel for his people, thereby to let out himſelf un- 
to them, and to build them up in faith and holineſs, till he have 

repared them for everlaſting communion with himſelf. 

We do therefore, in the name and preſence of God, and of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and before his people here aſſembled, ſolemnly 
enter into covenant with the Lord our God, proſeſſing and acknow- 


ledging the Lord Jefus, our bleſſed Redeemer, to be the only prieſt, 


prophet, and king of his church, and (through the help of his grace) 
his only merit we relt upon for our pardon and peace with the 
Father, his only teaching and righteous government, with all the 
bleited ordinances of his kingdom; we do embrace and ſubmit 
unto in all things, as the only rule of our lives; renouncing all our 
own righteouineſs, with all the doctrines, devices, and command- 
ments of men, not agreeing with his holy word; eſpecially all the 
ſuperititibus and tyrannous commands of Antichriſt, and his adhe- 
rents, wherein we have in any kind been entangled ; profeſſing and 
promiſing (through the help of his rich and free grace) henceforth 
not to live unto ourſelves, but unto the Lord Jetus, who hath bought 
us with his blood, avoiding carefully all ſuch things as be offenſive 
to his majeſty, and diſhonourable to our profeſſion of his name, 
with all ſuch dangerous temptations as our ſinſul hearts are wont 
to be drawn. aſide withal, in ſpecial, the inordinate cares of, and en- 
tanglements in, the affairs of this life: Promiſing and profethng 
alſo, through the help of the Lord, to live together in this our holy 
fellowſhip, according to the rule of love, in all holy watchfulneſs 
over each other, and faithful mutual helpfulneſs in the ways of God, 
for the |piritual and temporal comfort and good of one another in 
the Lord; and all to the ſetting forth of the praiſe of his rich grace 
in Chrict, who hath called us, in his abundant mercy, to this holy 
tcllowthip with his Majeity, and o with another.“ 
Nov. 8. 1638. 

N. B. In the time of the Rev. Mr. Adams, upon the 23d day of 
May 1683, the church ſolemnly renewed their covenant, and in the 
doing of it, they made ſome very neceſſary and weighty additions te 
the former. 

The Renewal of Covenant is thus prefaced. 

We who through the exceeding riches of the grace and patience 
of God, do yet continue members of this church, being now aſſem- 
bled in the holy preſence, and in the name of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
after humble confeſſion of our manifold breaches of covenant boy 
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tle Lord our God, and earneſt ſupplication for pardoning mercy, 
chrough the blood of Chriſt, and due acknowledgement of our great 
unworchineſs to be owned as the Lord's covenant people, alſo ac- 
knowledging our inability to keep covenant with God, or to perform 
any ſpiritual duty, unleſs the Lord Jeſus do enable us thereunto, by 
his Spirit dwelling in us. And being awfully ſenſible that it is a 
dreadful thing for ſinful duſt and aſhes perſonally to tranſact with 
the infinitely glorious Majeſty of heaven and earth: We do in hum- 
ble confidene of his gracious aſſiſtance and acceptance thro* Chriſt, 
each one of us, for ourſelves and jointly as a church of the living 
God, explicitly renew our covenant with God, and one with another, 
in manner and form following.“ 

Then follows the Form of Covenant beforewritten; to which is 

added the following paragraphs, viz. 

„And whereas there are many evils that are grown too com- 
mon in this land; ſo far as we or any of us have been guilty of any 
of them, we deſire from our hearts to bewail it before the Lord, 
and humbly to entreat for pardoning mercy, for the ſake of the 
blood of the everlaſting covenant. And as an expedient unto reform- 
ation, of whatever evils have provoked the eyes of God's glory 
among us, we do ſubjoin unto our Church Covenant, a further 
engagement, whereby we do in the preſence of God promiſe” —— 

„That we will (by the help of Chriſt) endeavour every one of us 
to reform his own heart and life, by ſeeking to mortify all our tins, 
and endeavouring to walk cloſely with God, to uphold the power of 
godlineſs, to keep holy the Lord's day, and reverently and caretuily 
to attend upon the diſpenſation of the word and ordinances of Chriſt, 
and all parts of his wortkip (whether publick or private) according 
as in the wor | of God it is required of us to do.” 

© We promiſe alſo (by the help of Chriit) to walk before God in 
our houles w.th an upright heart, taking care that God be cen- 
ſtantly called upon by prayer, and that the ſcriptures be frequently 
read in them, and that we will endeavour to perform all duties 
required of us towards our children, for their ſpiritual good, both 
by our example, inſtruction, and government, and prayers for them. 

We do further engage (the Lord helping of us) to endeavour 
that we may be pure from the ſins of the times, ſuch as neglect 
or profanation of the worthip and inſtitutions of Chriſt, Sabbath- 
breaking, vain and ſinful company-keeping, miſpending of time, 
exceflive drinking, wanton and looſe hehavionr, failing in truth, 
uncharitable and unrighteous cenſuring, ſinful tale-bearing, corrupt 
communication, pride, coveteouſneſs, and the like; and in our 
places to endeavour the ſuppreſſion of them. And that we will 
make conſcience to walk ſo, as that we may not give occaſion to 
others to fin, or to ſpeak evil of our holy vrofelfion. 

Now that we, may obſerve and keep this ſacred covenant, 
2nd all the branches of it inviolable for ever, we deſire to deny 


turſelves, and to depend wholly upon the eternal Spirit of cy 
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and upon the free mercy of God, and the merit of Jeſus Chriſt, 
and when we ſhall fail, there to wait upon the Lord Jeſus for pardon 
and for acceptance, and for healing, for his name ſake.” 

| It is added, | % 

% This Form of Covenant being made openly in the congrega- 
tion after ſermon and prayers in the forenoon, the brethren of the 
church teſtified their conſent thereto by lifting up the hands, and 
the filters by ariſing up from their ſeats.” 


And now (my dearly beloved brethren) Let ut remember the 
wowws of God that are upon us Let us often read over, and ſeriouſly 
reſſect upon our covenant engagements : Let us humbly lament 
before God all that breach of covenant, which we are chargeable 
withal, and cry mightily for pardoning mercy through the blood of 
the everlaſting covenant. And that the holy God would not avenge 
upon us the quarrel of his broken covenant. And, O that for & 
time to come we might have a more conſtant and ſteady regard to 
our covenant engagements, and walk worthy of the Lord unto all 
well pleaſing. Unto which let this covenant (now m our hands, and 
O that it was written on our hearts) be a conftant and continual Monitor, 

Let not the Lord our God abhor us to deſtroy us, but remember 
the covenant of our anceſtors. Having entered into a covenant to 
ſeek the Lord God of our fathers, with all our heart, and with all 
our ſoul ; let us in the moſt ſolemn manner renew the bonds 


with which we have bound our ſouls, and like the men of Judah, 


Tejoice at the oath: Having ſworn with all our heart, let us 
feek God with our whole deſire. 

And let us be careful to bring our children under the wing of 
the covenant, and the bonds of the covenant, that we may plead 
covenant mercy tor them, and have acovenant hope for our offspring, 

And for our encouragement, let us remember, that all 
paths of the Lord are mercy and truth unto ſuch as lech his covenant, and 
bis teſtimonies. —T he mercy of the Lord is from everlaſting lo everlaſling, 
upon them that fear him, and his righteouſneſs unto childrens children: to 
fuch as keep his covenant, and to thoſe that remember his commandments 


do do them. 
Ye that fear the Lord, trufl in the Lord; he is their help and their 


Shield. The Lord hath been mindful of us, he will bleſs us, he vill bleſs 


the houſe 7. Iſrael, he will bleſs the houſe of Aaron, he «vill Bleſs them 
that fear the Lord, bath ſmall and great. Te Lord ſhall increaſe yos 
more and more, you and your children, Yeu are the bleſſed of the Lord 
that made heaven and earth ; the Heaven, even the Heavens are the Lord's, 
but the earth hath he given to the children of men. 

We will Bleſs the Lord, from this time forth and for ever mori. 


A M E 


} 


— — 


SUPPLEMENT: 


2 „ 6? . tao = © e Oo e + H 0, 


SS © RR, 4% > 


ww” RS = 


SUPPLEMENT. 49 
Dedham, May 2, 1796. 
Te the foregoing Cxvryer Sermon, the following SurrLEMFRT 


is added, at the deſire of a number of perſons. It contains an ac- 
count of the ſettlement of the Rev. Mr. Dexter, in the miniſtry, and 
of ſome tranſactions and events, eſpecially of ſuch as took place, be- 
tween his preaching ſaid Sermon, and the ordination of the preſent 
Paſtor. x 

Tur late Rev. Samuel Dexter was ordained on the 6th May, 1724. 

Tus Paſtors of the churches, in the ordaining council were the 
Rev. Meſſrs. Peter Thacher of Milton. 

John Danforth of Dorcheſter, 
Nehemiah Walter of Roxbury. 
Ebenezer Thayer of Roxbury. 
Joſeph Baxter of Medfield. 

John Cotton of Newton. 

Joſeph Emerſon of Malden. 
Jonathan Townſend of Needham. 

Tux ordination ſermon was preached by the Rev. Mr. Baxter, 
of Medfield. Mr. Dexter was much reſpected, not only by the 
people of his charge, but by his fathers and brethren in the mini- 
ſtry, and by the neighbouring ſocieties, to whom his occaſional 
ſervices were very acceptable. 

A rew of his people, indeed, in the former part of his miniſtry, 
appeared ſomewhat reſtleſs and uneaſy, and complained of griev- 
ances. But it doth not appear to have been very clearly aſcer- 
tained, what thoſe grievances were. His mind was pacihck an 
benevolent, but eaſily, and very painfully, affected with oppoſitions 
and troubles. His troubles of this kind nearly terminated, when 
a church was gathered in that part of the town called Clap- 
board-Trees, as that ſociety contained nearly all the male- contents. 
Peace and harmony generally prevailed, in the firſt church and 
ſociety afterwards. 

Arrrx preaching the century ſermon, Mr. Dexter continued in 
the paſtoral office, performing the duties of it, much to the ſatis- 
faction of his people, by whom he was greatly beloved and eſteemed, 
till the 29th of January, 1755, when, after a ſhort ſickneſs, he was 
removed by death, in the 55th year of his age, and the 31ſt of his 
miniſtry, The ſociety expreſſed their regard to his memory, and 
to the family he left, by voluntarily defraying the expences of a de- 
cent and honourable funeral. His conſort ſurvived him, and is 
ſill living in the 94th year of her age, injoying a good meaſure of 
bodily health, and the clear and calm exerciſe of her mental powers. 
He left fix children, four of whom are ſtill living. 

Turzr were four Deacons in the church of which Mr. Dexter 
Fas paſtor, when he preached the century ſermon, viz. John Met- 
ealf, and Joſeph Wight, who were choſen to that office, October 30, 
17273 and Ephraim Willſon, and Richard Everett, choſen to office, 

November 
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November 5th 1735. Deacon Everett died, January 27th 1746; 
and Deacon Metcalf, October 6th 1749. The two other deatons 
een to officiate till after Mr. Dexter's death. Nathaniel 
Kingſbury was choſen to the office of deacon, Auguſt 29th 1745, 
ſoon after the death of deacon Everett. | | 
DvrixG4he abovementioned period 112 perſons were received 
nto the church, who had not been members of any church before, 
welve perſons were admitted upon a diſmiſſion and recommends. 
tion from other churches. Twenty-one perſons were diſmiſſed to 
other churches, beſides a conſiderable number who transferred their 
relation to the twd newly incorporated churches in the 2d and 30 
precincts in Dedham. Owning the covenant, or recognizing the bap- 
tiſmal covenant, as it hath been called, was practiſed in a few, and 
but few, inſtances. Three hundred and ninety-3hree children were 
baptized, and five adult perſons. ., . EY 
Tur number of deaths, in faid ſociety, during, the above term, as 
nearly as can be collected, from remaining records, was about 192, 
and the number of births about 435. The account of births and 
deaths labours under a degree of uncertainty, and is not mentioned 
— | 5 
Axor the years 1741 and 1742, a remarkable attention to re- 
ligious concerns was excited, among the people of this ſociety, as 
. there was in many other parts of the land. Greater additions were 
/ made to the chnrch 'than uſual, 16 perſons were admitted into it 
| December 13th 1741, and 23 on the 15th day of the next month. 
g | The 4th day of March 1742, was ſet apart, by ſaid church and ſocie- 
4 þ ty, as a day of ſolemn faſting and prayer, to ſeek the more plenti- 
i 


+0 ful effuſions of the Holy Spirit, particularly on the riſing genera- 
7 tion. And, on that day, the church ſolemnly renewed their cove: 
4 nant, with Gop, and one with another, in a ſerious form of expref- 
| ſions, which is entered at large in the church's book of records. 
1 Ir had been the cuſtom, probably from the firſt incorporation of 
Hg the church, for all perſons when admitted into it, to exhibit what was 
1 called, a relation of chriſtian experiences, On the 7th day of March, 
po 1742, the church voted not to inſiſt on this as a term of communion, 
5! but to leave it to the choice of perſons to do it or not. 
1 Arrrs the death of Mr. Dexter, the bereaved flock employed 

ſeveral young gentlemen, as candidates. In the month of June, 
'W following, the preſent paſtor was invited to preach with them. In 
I September following, he received an invitation to ſettle with them, 
4 in the work of the miniitry. In the beginning of January follow- 
.—_ ing he declared his acceptance of their call ; and on the 5th day of 
6 the next month, viz. February 1756, he was ordained to the paſtoral 
: 


% office. The period between the death of his predeceſſor and his or- 
34 dination was juſt one year, and one week. | 1 
A} Nixt churches were invited, by their paſtors and delegates, te 
5 aſſiſt in the ſolemnity of ſaid ordination. They all attended, v. 
* The firſt church in Cambridge, the church in Needham, the firſt in 


Medwayz 
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Medway, the firſt in Stoughton, the ſecond in Roxbury, the chureli 
in Sherburn, the ſecond and third in Dedham, and the church in 
Framingham. All the paſtors of theſe churches, who attended on 
the occaſion juſt mentioned, have, ſome time ago, finiſhed- their la- 
bours and their lives, and are gone, we hope, to receive a gracious 
reward. Our Fathers where are they? And the Prophets, do they 
live for ever? They are not fuffered to continue by reaſon of death. 
We ſhould be thankful that the great Lord of the harveſt lives, ten- 
derly to care for the welfare of his churches, by railing up and ſends 
ing a ſucceſſion of labourers into them. 5 

As Mr. Dexter, in his Century Sermon, mentioned the churches 
and ſocieties which originated from that, of which he was paſtor, it 
may not be amiſs, to relate a few events reſpecting them, which 
took place ſubſequent to the publication of that ſermon, and previ- 
ous to the death of the author. 1 2 

Tur Rev. Joſeph Baxter was then miniſter in Medfield. He died 
May 2d, 1745, in the 7oth year of his age, and 49th of his miniſtry, 
The Rev. Jonathan Townſend was ordained his ſucceſſor, October | 
23d, 1745. The Rev. Henry Meſſinger paſtor of the firſt church in 
Wrentham, departed this life March 3oth, 1750, in the 55th year | 
his age and 32d of his miniſtry. The Rev. Joſeph Bean ſucceeded 
him in office, and was ordained, in December 1750. The Rev. Elias 
Haven, paſtor of the ſecond church in Wrentham, died Auguſt 10th 
1754, in the 41ſt year of his age, and 16th of his miniſtry: The 9 
Rev. Jonathan Townſend of Needham, ſurvived Mr. Dexter; as — 
did alſo the Rev. Meſſ'rs Phillips Payſon, of Walpole, and Thomas 3 
Balch, miniſter of the ſecond ſociety in Dedham. The Rev. Joſiah — 
Dwight, paſtor of tlie third ſociety in Dedham, was axmiſled fromm | 
office about the year 1741. And the Rev. Andrew 'Tyler was or- 
dained his ſucceſſor, in December 1743, who. continued in office; 
till after the death of Mr. Dexter. | ——_— 

A FovkTH precinct was incorporated, in the weſterly part of the 
town of Dedham, November 18th 1748; and commonly known by 
the name of Spring field.. 5 2 

Tur Rev. Jonathan Mills, miniſter in Bellingham, was diſmiſſed 
from office, A. D. 1737. There hath been no congregational minitter 
ſince, in that town. The church of that denomination is extin&. 
There hath, for many years paſt been a baptiſt church there. The 
Rev. Elnathan Wight was it's firſt paſtor. After his death the ly 
Rev. Noah Alden was ſet apart to the work of the miniſtry as his 
ſucceſſor, who is {till living, and in office, in that place. 


N. B. Few tranſactions and events, in this Supplement, are brought 
lower than the time of the ordination of the preſent miniſter of 
the firſt church and ſociety in Dedham. In his ſermon, preach- 
ed February 7th 1796, tranſactions and events, of a fimilar nature; 
are recorded, and brought down to the time, in which ſaid ſermen 
was preached, p 2 
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